
October 27 2021
GSA 2021 Special Meeting

Draft Groundwater Sustainability Plan

1



2

• Recording the meeting for the purpose of 
capturing public feedback

• Recording can be made available upon 
request

• Opportunities for public feedback and 
questions throughout the workshop

• Public comments should be submitted to 
the website:

www.santaynezwater.org

• Slide numbers in lower right

Housekeeping



Agenda

1. Review GSP Development Process

2. GSP Summary

3. Public Comments

4. Way Ahead/ Schedule

5. Discussion
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SGMA Background
• 2015 SGMA law went into effect
• SYRVGW Basin is “medium priority” 
• Basin must be sustainable in 20 years
• SGMA gives local control of water management 
• Each GSA will prepare a Groundwater Sustainability 

Plan (GSP) and submit to DWR by January 2022
• State Water Board is enforcement if locals do not 

comply
• New law was in response to periodic droughts in 

California
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Basin, Management Areas, & 
Adjacent Basin



Review of the GSP Development
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a. Early Planning/Data Collection

a. Data Management Plan

b. Stakeholder Outreach Plan

b. Hydrogeologic Conceptual Model
a. Geologic Model

b. Watershed Elements

c. Groundwater Current Conditions

d. Water Budget

c. Monitoring Plan/Sustainable Management Criteria

d. Projects and Management Actions/ Implementation



Development Milestones: 
GSA Meetings and Documents for Public Review
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GSA Committee Presentations

8https://www.santaynezwater.org/western‐gsa



Documents for Public Review Prior to Draft GSP

9https://www.santaynezwater.org/western‐gsa



Meeting Participation & 
Public Comment

Outreach Plan 
and Tool 

Development

GSA Support & 
CAG Formation

2019 - Building the GSA and Staff Support Tools

Groundwater 
Communication 
Portal (GCP)



Aquifer Structure and 
Properties

Water Budget
for Watershed

Database 
Development

2020 - Building the Database and Analyses 
for Science-based Management

Groundwater 
Conditions



Defining Sustainable 
Management Criteria

Monitoring 
Program

Sustainable 
Management 
Indicators

2021 - Developing Policy on the Local Level
Sustainable Management Criteria, Monitoring Programs, 

and Project and Management Actions

Projects and 
Management 

Actions



Staff Draft WMA GSP 
Statistics

Part Pages

Document 428
Figures 106

Appendix* 512
Total 1,026
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*Pending items

186 citations 
(some duplicates in multiple sections)



Executive Summary
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• Two Principal Aquifers:
• Lower Aquifer  ‐ Paso Robles and Careaga Sand Formations in syncline
• Upper Aquifer – younger alluvium in the Lompoc Plain

• Minimum thresholds were developed for each SGMA sustainability criteria. Current 
groundwater conditions are sustainable with no undesirable results

• Monitoring Network was established 
• Historical, current, and future water budgets were developed 

• Growth 
• Climate change
• Sustainable yield estimated at 26,500 afy

• Projects and management actions 
• Maintain and improve groundwater conditions
• Reduce demand up to 10‐20% with water conservation, well meters, and groundwater 

extraction fees



Public Comments
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• Public Comment Period on Entire Draft GSP
• September 11 ‐ October 26, 2021
• CAG had good discussion on October 7
• All comments will be reviewed and responded in a matrix table and 
appropriate edits will be made in the Draft GSP

• Track Changes and Clean Versions of Next Draft will be made available.

• Additional Comments Can Be Provided Once GSP submitted to 
DWR in January 2022

• Ongoing Adaptive Management
• Ongoing public participation is needed. 

• Your community thanks you!
• Annual Review
• 5‐Year Review



The Way Ahead
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Santa Ynez River SGMA Project Schedule
Public Draft GSP September 11, 2021
Public Comment Period September 11  - October 26

GSA Meetings to discuss draft GSP
October 27, 2021; 

November 17, 2021
Final Draft GSP November 17, 2021
GSA Committee Adopt GSP December 15, 2021
Submit GSP to DWR on or before January 14, 2022



Future Implementation

• Reporting and Updates
• Annual Reports
• 5‐Year Updates

• Initial Implementation Actions
• Update Well Registration
• Require Meters for Groundwater Pumping
• Coordination Agreement

• Ongoing Data Gap Resolutions
• Well Measuring Point Survey
• Well Sounding and Video Logging
• New Monitoring Wells
• New Surface Water Gauge
• Geophysics Data Analysis
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Discussion/ Questions?
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Comments can be submitted to the website:

www.santaynezwater.org


