
SANTA YNEZ RIVER 
VALLEY GROUNDWATER 

BASIN
CENTRAL MANAGEMENT AREA

OVERVIEW OF OCTOBER 2022 MEASUREMENTS



NETWORK OF 111 WELLS THROUGHOUT THE 
ENTIRE SANTA YNEZ GROUNDWATER BASIN



NETWORK OF 56 WELLS IN THE CMA
(XX ARE REPRESENTATIVE WELLS IN GSP)

 Water level measurements 
are taken biannually in March 
(hydrologic maximum) and 
October (hydrologic 
minimum)

 Depth below land surface 
elevation is adjusted to 
mean sea level

 Staff measured 12 wells in 
October 2022

 All 3 CMA representative 
wells were measured in 
October 2022

 Water levels decreased in 3 
of 12 wells (25%) 



OCTOBER 2022 CMA WATER 
LEVEL MEASUREMENTS SHOWING 
1-YEAR CHANGE



CMA REPRESENTATIVE WELL MEASUREMENTS

All representative 
wells had measured 
water levels above 
Minimum Threshold

Highlighted wells are 
identified as representative 
wells in the GSP



PRECIPITATION TREND
 2021 Climate Normal Report 

from NOAA indicates 
warmer than average 
temperatures, and a 10% 
decrease in average annual 
precipitation in the 
Southwest.

 9 of the last 12 years had 
below average 
precipitation.

 5 of the last 12 years were 
near 50% or less of normal



SANTA YNEZ BASIN CUMULATIVE CHANGE IN STORAGE

CMA Area:
Buellton Upland

Figure from 2021-2022 Santa Ynez Water Conservation District Annual Report. 



CUMULATIVE CHANGE IN STORAGE
SANTA YNEZ BASIN % NORMAL PRECIPITATION
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Figure made by Matt Scrudato from Santa Barbara County Water Agency. 



AVAILABLE BASIN INFORMATION
GROUNDWATER IN SANTA 
BARBARA COUNTY
https://www.countyofsb.org/2523/
Groundwater-in-Santa-Barbara-
County

SANTA YNEZ RIVER VALLEY 
GROUNDWATER 
https://www.countyofsb.org/2543/S
anta-Ynez-River-Valley-
Groundwater-Basin

GEOLOGY & GROUNDWATER
https://www.countyofsb.org/2543/S
anta-Ynez-River-Valley-
Groundwater-Basin
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QUESTIONS?
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