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USBR United State Bureau of Reclamation

USDA United States Department of Agriculture
USGS United States Geological Survey

USP United States Penitentiary

UWMA Urban Water Management Act

UWMP Urban Water Management Plan

VAFB Vandenberg Air Force Base

VSFB Vandenberg Space Force Base

WDR Waste Discharge Requirement

WMA Western Management Area

WQO Water Quality Objective

WR Water Rights Order

WYy Water Year (October through September 30)
>3k [ micrograms per liter

GEOLOGIEINITS

QG Geologic Unit, River Channel Deposits

QAL Geologic Unit, Younger Alluvium

Qos Geologic Unit, Older Dune Sands

QoA Geologic Unit, Terrace Deposits / Older Alluvium
Qo Geologic Unit, Orcutsand

QTP Geologic Unit, Paso Robles Formation

TcA Geologic Unit, Careaga Sand

TF Geologic Unit, Foxen Formation

TsQ Geologic Unit, Sisquoc Formation

™ Geologic Unit, Monterey Formation
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WELL NUMBERING DHBUTRN

Wells in Santa Ynez River Valley Grouaigr Basin have a unique State Well Number assigned by the
California Department of Water Resources based on the public land grid, and includes the township,
range, and section in which the well is locat&@ch section is further subdivided into sixte&®acre

tracts, which are assigned a letter designation as shown below. All wells in Santa Ynez use the San
.SNYFNRAY2 o0a{é¢0 o0lasS tAyS YR YSNARAIFIYZI a2 GKAA
of Land Management Cadastral survey, sagMexican Land grants land map are interpolated from other
sources. In maps and in texts monitoring wells by their section, tract, and well number, following the
United States Geologic SurveySG¥ convention for abbreviation. If the township and rangee

otherwise made obvious, the well may be shortened further to section, track, and well numbers.

Occasional exceptions to this naming scheme are made for eédléd or used for other purposes.

The USGS idigit well number based on degrees, minutesdaeconds of latitude (6 digits) and longitude
(7 digits) and sequential number (2 digits) are also shown on wells that are part of the USGS databases.
Finally, a 4igit unique database identification number (DBID) is used in the database management

sysem to connect well information from various sources.
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State Well Number 03S/04E-36N04S California’s Public Land Survey
< Principal Meridians and Bases
2 |aN
= 2N

3w 2w| 1W] 1IN Base

1S|1E | 2E 3E 4E|

28
3S TTTh

San Bernardino Base 61514 |13[2]1

and Meridian
Township and Range Numbering System 78 9 (101|112

181716 15|14 | 13
19120 | 21|22 |23 |24
30|29 28|27(26|25

31|32 /33|34 (35|36} ----
Township 03 South, ¥

Range 04 East D|C B A
Section Numbering System el FlalH
M| L K|J
T AN} P/ Q| R
o1 ¥ Section 36
o o02 Tract Numbering System
03 04
Figure modified from:
Tract *N” DWR (2000) Numbering Water Wells
Well Numbering System and Location in California. water facts, No. 7
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WATER YEARESCRIPTION

Several different year time periods are used in managing Santa Ynez River Valley GroundweateatBasi
resources: Water Year, Calendar YeaFiscal Year and Water Year (Districihd SpringSpring
Groundwater measurementsFor the Sustainable Groundwater Management Adater Yeas are
October1stto Septembe30", (CWC Sectioh072(aa))which conbines early winter months in with the
remainder of the winter, better dividing the year on a seasonal b&stendar Years are the traditional
and commonly used Januat§ to December31% year, which starts near the winter solsticEhe Santa
Ynez RiveWater Conservation DistricBY RWCFiscal Yeaand Water Yea(CWCSection 7550(a))from
July1stto June30™" is used, which breaks the year during the low summer precipitation moAthsual
springhigh groundwvater levels run from MarciMarch. Finaly, the Santa Barbara County Flood Control
District annual hydrology reports use a Septemb®&tdlAugust 31 reporting year Figure belowshows
how most ofthese years line up against theeaage monthly precipitation at Lomppand the average

monthly gream flowin Salsipuede€reek at the stream gage

Water Year Calendar
35 1T T 1 T 1 T 1 T T 1 T 3
s 3F —]
SE 25 b -
g2 2 - 3
£8 N | 3
g2 - - E
g2 ! E
<705 B — 3
0 — E
E I | I | I I I I I [ I I I I I " ég
1 E§
{3053
{10 §5
. 80
0 <
5535355323838 88828532838338
[O] Precipitation, Lompoc, CA (439)
. Streamflow, Salsipuedes Creek Near Lompoc CA (USGS 11132500)
1 Water Year October F'to September 30
1 Calendar Year: January Tto December 3%
{ Fiscal Year/ Water Yea&BYRWCD July #to June 36
1 SpringSpring Groundwater Levels: March toMarch
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

ES Abstract

This Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) is prepared in accordance with the 2014 Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) and covers the Central Management Area (C¥M&)Sainta

Ynez River Valley Groundwater Basin (BastBYRVQBocated in coastal central California. There is one
principal aquifer in theCMA the Buellton Aquifer which covers the Buellton Upland and the older
formationsthat lie under the Santa YnezvRr alluvium near the City of Buelltohhe Santa Ynez River is

the primary surface water source within the Basin. $hbflowof the Santa Ynez River is considered part

of the river flow and isnanaged as surface water pursuanthe administrative authaty and jurisdiction

of the State Water Resources Control Board (SWBN&BWwaters flowing in known and definite channels
The analyses conducted for this GSP indicate that current Basin conditions are sustaimdbie
undesirable resultgdefined as ignificant and unreasonable impacts to sustainability indicatars)
occurring Potential undesirable results have been identified and specific minimum thresholds have been
developed to help ensure that undesirable results do not occur under future donsgitPotential project
operations and management actions designed to maintain and improve groundwater conditions and

sustainability have been identified and are described within this GSP.

ESChapter 1: Introduction

ES Introduction, Agency, and CommuraoaiGSP Sectioha, 1b, 1%

SGMA requires that the Basin develope or more GSPs that outline how the Basin wvalthieve
groundwater sustainabilitpy 2042. Physical and political complexities within the Basin resulted in
decisions by local public ageesito develop three GSPs under a coordination agreement to satisfy SGMA
requirements for the entire Basin. The Western, Central, and Eastern Management Areas (WMA, CMA,
and EMA) make up the Basin. This GSP is prepared to address the SGMA requirenmen@GNEX portion

of the Basin

GROUNDWATERSUSTAINABILITYPLAN I Page ES1



( " NA

EXECUTIVE SUMMAR| 2021

The primary sustainability goal and purpose of these GSPs are to manage groundwater resources in the
WMA, CMA, and EM#vithout causing undesirable resulend facilitate longerm beneficial uses of
groundwater within the Basi Beneficial uses of groundwater in the Basin include municipal, domestic,

and agricultural uses, in addition to riparian habitat that supports environmental ecosystems.

In 2016 and 2017, three local Groundwater Sustainability Agencies {¥e8A¢stablibed for the Basin.
Three GS+ligible public entities ratified an agreement and formed the CMA GSA, with each of the public
entities having a seat on the CMA GSA Commiftem ofthe three member agencies, the City of Buellton
and the Santa Ynez River Wa€Conservation District both have voting seatsthe Committee, whereas

the Santa Barbara County Water Agency has avutimg seat.

During the development of this GSP the CMA GSA committee met regularly on SGMA matters. The GSA
developed an Outreach @nEngagement Plan to facilitate engagement with stakeholders. A volunteer
public Citizens Advisory GroyAG)wvas created with members representing a group of groundwater
users to help solicit public feedback on GSP elements. Newsletters and pressgelbastthe GSA and

SGMA were created and distributed through numerous channels, including utility bills. All three
management areas used a centralized website to aid with communications, tracking meetings, and

receiving public comments.

ESPlan AredGSFSection 1d)

The Basin is a coastal groundwater basin measuring approximately 317 square miles, located in Santa
Barbara County, California. Each of the three management areas of the Basin is covered by a GSP; this GSP
is for the CMA, which is approximated2.8 square miles. The CMA itself is divided into two subareas
based on hydrogeology and topography: the Buellton Upland which are relatively steep topography, and
the Santa Ynez River Alluvium which consists of the relatively flat area cut by thechlgtwsivements of

the Santa Ynez River. The Santa Ynez River Alluviumsstifiewvarea, and thesubflowof the River in

that area is not groundwater as defined by SGMA and thus is not be managed by the CMA GSA, because
suchsubflow constitutes subterranan water flowing in known and definite channels that is treated as

surface water and subject to the jurisdiction and managenwrgWRCB.
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Approximately 95% of the CMA is privately held land. There is FeRienedu of Land Managemelaind,
State CalifornidVildlife Conservation Boarthnd,as well as local dés, school district, and other district

properties.

The public water agencies in the CMA tre City ofBuelltonWater Department andthere are several
small Mutual Water Companies (MW@hich suppy water outside of the city. The Central Coast Water
Authority (CCWA)a wholesale water agency, operates a water pipeline that passes through the CMA and

conveys imported water primarily from the State Water Project to the City of Buellton within the CMA

Populationdata for communitiesvithin the CMAindicatethat most people live near or within the City of

Buelltonor along the highway 246 corridor.

There are three General Plgis equivalent plan areasutlininglanduse in the CMA. The City of Bltmh
has a General Plan within jtgisdiction The Santa Ynez Valley Community Plan is a specific General Plan
from the County of Santa Barbara for the area around the citg.éntire CMA is within the general plan

area of the County of Santa Barbara

ES 4 Additional GSP Elements (GSP Section 1e)

A data management system was implemented for this GSP in accordance with the SMGA. As part of its
communications and public outreach, t@MAGSA prepared and distributélde Data Management Plan,

a whitepaperdescribingthe data management systerithe DMS was then implemented.

ESChapter 2: Basin Setting
ES Hydrogeologic Conceptual Model (GSP Section 2a)

A hydrogeologic conceptual model was developed and used to identify existing and projected
groundwater condions for the Basin. The hydrogeologic conceptual model presents the various
conceptuatcomponents ofthe€! Qa4 3INB dzy RglF GSNJ a2adSYZ AyOf dzZRAy 3

physical properties, including water imports; and land use.

The geologic gng is related to the northward movement of the Pacific Plate relative to the North

America Plate. Groundwater is found in yoenggeologicformations that have been uplifted and
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deformed into a large syncline fol@he Santa Ynez River has cut throughféled in the existing geology.

Alluvium subareas are where the Santa Ynez River cut into underlyingaten bearing units causing a

Yo SRNR O]l OKIYyyStsQ sKAOK fAYAGA INRdAzyRoFGSNI Ft260
were determinal usingthe three-dimensional geologic model included in the hydrogeologic conceptual

model For groundwater management purposes one principal aquifer, the Buellton Aquifer, was defined

as the principal formation in the Buellton Upland subarea, and thestawontalluvial formation in the

Santa Ynez River Alluvium (SYRA) subdiea SYRA subarea consists of upper alluvial formations in a
bedrock channel that convey the Santa Ynez River andub#8ow of the river. Accordingly, the Santa

Ynez River and isuibfloware managed byhe SWRCB.

The topography of the CMA is varied with low hills with steep canyons in the north and a relatively flat
plain towards the south around the Santa Ynez River. Rainfall is highly influenced by local topography.
However, lochslope and soil types influence runoff and the amount of potential recharge to the aquifers

in any particular location.

Since 1997, th€ CWAhas delivered State Water Project water to the Bahimough the 130 mile long
Coastal Branch Pipeline that entdte Basin atvandenberg Space Force Basal terminates al.ake
Cachuma. State Project Water deliveries from the pipeline are received by the City of BingtiCMA

Other water from this pipeline is delivered t® No.1 City of Solvang, andake Cahuma, eastand
upstreamof the CMA. The Tecolote Tunnel conveys water from Lake Cachuma to the Santa Barbara
Countysouth coastncluding the cities of Santa Barbara, Goleta, Monteeitwl Carpinteria. The Tecolote
Tunnel was completed in 1955 and is thewest of three tunnels used for exporting Santa Ynez River

water to the south coast of Santa Barbara County.

Groundwater within the CMA is primarily used for agriculture, which represents the largest proportion of
land and water use within the Basin.l@t uses of groundwater in the basin include municipal and light

industrial, small domestic uses, and environmental uses, such as groundwater dependent ecosystems.

ES Groundwater Conditions (GSP Section 2b)

This GSP describes historical, existing, anceptel groundwater conditions with regard to each of the

six SGMAustainabilityindicatorsincluding: thechronic lowering of groundwater levelsignificant and
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unreasonablereduction of groundwater in storagesignificant and unreasonablgeawater intrugon,

degraded water quality, land subsidence, and depletion of interconnected surface water.

Groundwater elevation data was collected from wells throughout the CMA, in both the seasonal high
(spring) and seasonal low (fall) conditions. Groundwater contovgse developedby interpolating
betweenmonitoringwells Groundwater levels were plotted over timeydrograph$ were developed to
show the change in groundwater elevation at each location over time to evaluate groundwater levels and

groundwater storage.

Groundwater storage over time was compared against the year type and groundwater pumping: year type
was found to be a primary influence on groundwater storage support this analysis, a quantitate
method using Ibw at the Salsipuedes Creek measulsdthe U.S. Geologic Survey (USGS) streamflow
gageis described whicidentify thequalitatved RNE ¢ | yR. a46SG¢ &SI N&

Location of known potential groundwater contamination sites were identifi@tie responsibility of
remediating groundwater is not under therjadiction of the GSA but lies with other state and local
agencies Assessments to beneficial users in the basin and an assessment of recent2(A@&)5
groundwater quality data were made for six constituents identified by the SWR{eRjoal of the GSP is

to ensure than groundwater quality is not further degraded by groundwater pumping managed under this
GSPAs an inland management area seawater intrusion was not applicable, but is addressed by the coastal

WMA GSP.

Land subsidence was determined to beiklly due to the geologic setting of the CMA, and the nature of
the aquifer.Recent remote sensing data provided by Department of Water Resources (DWR) from 2015
¢ present show very little change in land surface elevatfsaditionally, historical infrastricture records

do not indicate land subsidence.

In the CMA, interconnected surface water for both the Santa Ynez River and its tributaries to the Buellton
Aquifer is unlikely given that there is little perennial surface water in the CIWA Santa Ynez Rivis
separated from the Buellton Aquifer by bedrock west of the Buellton B&hd extent that the Buellton
Aquifer underlies the Santa Ynez River and alluvial subflow deposits east of the Buellton Bend is a data

gap that will be addressed during the fingear of GSP implementation (see ChapterHwever, the
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surface water of the Santa Ynez River within the CMA is directly influenced by releases from Cachuma
Reservoir and by diversions via shallow wells in the alluvial subflow deposits, both of which ar

administered by the SWRCB

Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems (GDESs) in the CMA were assessed using an assumed rooting depth
and the current depth to groundwateA map of the GDEs in the CMA was developed. Potential GDEs
along the CMA upland tributariesere greater than 30 feet above the groundwater table and were
screened out of consideration for future groundwater manageme&he exception being an isolated area

near the confluence of Santa Rosa Creek and the Santa Ynez River mainstem, where groledsste

are estimated to be within 3@eet of the ground surface. This area will be surveyed to evaluate the
potential for GDEs. Potential GDEs along the Santa Ynez River are not considered vulnerable due to
historically stable water levels, based on &iesv of previous studies done in the area. The stability may

in part be due to the management of the Santa Ynez River under SWRCB Ord&42019

ESwater Budgets (GSP Section 2c)

Water budgets are calculations of the flows of water in and out of thedaio O2 YLI2y Sy ta 27F UF
surface water and groundwater systems. The various components of the water budget are introduced in

the hydrogeologic conceptual model. Three water budget periods were created: historical, current, and
projected. Water flows imny particular year are highly dependent on the weather, and to a lesser extent,

the antecedent conditions. The selection of hydrologic years for each of the three budget periods was

coordinated with he other two management areas (WA and EMA).

The peria of 1982through 2018 was selected as the historical peri&@ream flow alondgsalsipuedes
Creekwere used as a proxjor water supply conditiongn the Basin Flows during this historical period
are similar to the longerm monitoring at the same gagendicating that the years are likely
representative of the longerm period. The years from 2012 to 2018 were all relatively dry years, so the
current period wasstarted in 2011. To meet the 56year planning horizon required by SGMike

projected period i2018 through 2072

The length of the historical water budgein this GSP is 36 years, whiekceeds the 1§ear SGMA

requirement. For surface watethe average inflows wre 100,200 acréeet per year (AFY) and ranged
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from 4,570 to 724,710 AFY, with madtthis variability influenced by the Santa Ynez River flows. Surface
water outflows were on average 100,070 AFY and ranged from 7,085 to 710,805 AFY. Groundwater is less
variable, with inflows ranging between 1,990 to 6,570 AFY, and an average inflgpb0AFY. The two
primary drivers of variability in groundwater were percolation from surface water and recharge from
precipitation. Groundwater outflows ranged from 1,450 to 5,590 AFY with an average of 3,540 AFY.
Agricultural pumping was the largest imfince on groundwater flow and had the greatest variation over

the historical period.The average annual pumping total of 2,760 AFY (T2dR5) for the historical

period (1982through 2018 37 years)resulted in zero net change in groundwater storagéhie Buellton

Aquifer, so this water budget analysis indicates that thestainableperennial yeld of the CMAis
approximately 2,800 AFY.

For the current perio@2011through2018) surface water average inflows weB2,040 acreeet per year

(AFY) and raged from 9,130 to 141,660 AFY, with most of this variability influenced by the Santa Ynez
River flows. Surface water outflows were on average 32,04@A#&Yanged from 11,100 to 140,540 AFY.
Groundwater is less variabler the current period with inflows ranging between 2,150 to 4,160 AFY, and

an average inflow of 2,810 AFY. For groundwater, the two primary drivers of variability were percolation
from surface water and recharge from precipitation. Groundwater outflows ranged from 3,000 to 5,290
AFY, andn average of 4,170 AFY. Agricultural pumpimg the largest influence on groundwater flow

and had the greatest variation ov#ris currentperiod.

The projected period water budget estimates population increases, projected precipitation and climate
chang factors. However, population of the Buellton area is expected to groupltp 45% over the 20

year planning period (b2042, but water use is expected to grow by only 1884thin the 50 year
planning period (by 2072) thietal water usages expecteda increase by 0%. Groundwater demand is
expected to increase froi3,015AFY in 2018 t8,198AFY in 2042, ar®|328AFin 2072. Projected water
availability is expected to be relatively similartistorical conditionswhich willlikely result in a los®f

groundwater storage, unless projects and management actions are undertaken to maintain sustainability.
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ES Chapter 3: Monitoring and Sustainable Management Criteria

ES Monitoring Networks (GSP Section 3a)

The Monitoring Networks section of the GSP suamiges the parameters that were monitored in the Basin
and identifies representative sites for monitoring for five applicable SGMA sustainability indicators.

Seawater intrusion is not directly applicable to the raastal CMA.

Federal, state, and local mitoring networks are responsible for groundwater monitoring in the CMA,
are described in this GSPrior to 2019 the United States Geological Survey (USGS) conducted
groundwater level monitoring in the CMA and the entire Basin. Starting in 2018rthendvater level
monitoring was taken over by the Santa Barbara County Water Agé&he\City of Buellton alsmllects

groundwater levels in its wells. Estimates for groundwater storage rely on using the same network data
Groundwater quality is currently mdtored bytwo programs in the CMA:

W Public water system monitoring of drinking water sources by water suppliers as reported to
Safe Drinking Water Information Systeamd

W Monitoring by commercial agriculture as part of the Irrigated LarefguRtory Progran.

Land subsidence is monitored using monthly remote sensing satdgdlite which covers the entir€MA.
Additionally, there is a continuous GPS (CGPS) statibe ®MA, and the Central Coast Water Authority,
which operates the State Water Project pipel, has remote access to operators that can be contacted in

the event of subsidence. The remote sensing tracks elevation change, while CGPS tracks elevation and
horizontal movement. If a decline in land surface elevation is observed, a fopaamalysisvould need

to be conducted to determine whether the cause was subsidence from groundwater depletion.

Finally, twaU.S. Geological Survey stream gages measure and record surface wateeflolwgthin one
mile of the CMAeast and west boundarieMonitoring of potential surface water depletion is performed

by collecting groundwater levels in wells near the Santa Ynez River.
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These existing monitoring networks were reviewed, and wells were selected from each iyased
representativeness. Additionally, seatrareas were identified as locations where the network could be

improved.

ESSustainable Management Criteria (GSP Section 3b)

This section identifies the stainability goal of tBasin, conditions of undesirable results for each of the
six SGMA sustaindity indicators, Minimum Thresholds at the representative sites, and Measurable

Objectives. Theseriteriaare described below and summarizedTiable ES.1
Sustainability goals were identified as follows:

(1) Maintain longterm groundwater elevation at leveladequate to support existing and
anticipated beneficial uses,

(2) Maintain a sufficient volume of groundwater in storage to ensure groundwater availability
during periods of drought and recovery during wet climate conditions,

3) Maintain water quality conditios to support ongoing beneficial use of groundwater for

agricultural, municipal, domestic, and industrial and environmental uses.

For each of the five applicable SGMA sustainability indicators the potential undesirable result was
identified. The potentialindesirable result is determined, quantified based on the identification criteria,

and the potential effects on beneficial users are described.

' YRSAANI 6fS NB&adz & FNRBY OKNRBYAO f2SNRAYy3I 2F 3INR
accessa water being impaired. This impairment would require more energy to pump water and potential
replacement of wells to access water. This undesirable result could occur if groundwater extractions
exceed the sustainable yield over a period of years. Evaluafi this potential undesirable result will be

based on direct measurements of groundwater levels.
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Sustainable Management Criteria Indicator Summary for the CMA

TableES1

Sustaindility Indicator

Minimum Threshold

Measurement

Measurable Objective

Undesirable Result

Chronic
lowering of
groundwater
levels

Water level minimum thresholBepoesentative Monitor
WellsRMWS}screened in tiBeielltolquifer establishis
feetor mordelow the 2020 levels.

Groundwater elevations measufdtiviitVs
screened in tBeielltoquifer

Spring 2011 groundwater
elevations.

Spring groundwater elevations that drop below the established
groundwater elevation minimum thresholdshiamfaf@ctof the
RMWdor 2 consecutimendroughyears.

Reduction of

Water level minimum thresholds for RMWs screened

Groundwater elevations are usexyafpr the
total volume of groundwater in storage.

Spring 2011 groundwater

Spring groundwater elevations that drop below the established

Water Quality

threshold concentration established at the drinking w,
Maximum Contaminate LB@L)(and TDS is thentting
water Secondary Maximum Contaminate Level (SMC

RMWs

Other constituenedian
Groundwater Quality
Objectives

groundwater | Buelltol\quifer establishEsfeetor moréelow the 2020 G d | : il b d | 4 groundwater elevatitnimum thresholds in more than 50% of th
in storage levels roundwater elevations will be measbired g elevations. RMWdor 2 consecutimendroughyears
' RMWs screened in Buelltorquifer '
i?ﬁg%ﬁr Not applicable: rozastal management area Not applicable. Not applicable. Not applicable.
For all constituents excépatsand Total Dissolved Solig For Nitrate and TDS: the M
(TDS)minimum threshold concentrations were establ and SMCL
Degraded the Water Quality Objectives by RW@@. minimum | Salt and nutrient concentrations meastred Minimum threshold exceedances for eai¢hertristmore than 509

theRMW¢dor 2 consecutirendroughyears.

A decline of six inches from 2015 land surface elevat

Review of publicly available land subsidenc

Land subsidence less than

Land subsidence associated with groundwater production that

e B P 2> &

surface water

15feetor mordelovtheSanta Ynez River channel hottq

of the Santa Ynez River
channel bottom.

SulbEiEne: resulting from groundwater extractions. satellite data and cardirs GPS data. 'I?gfs gc;rg;pared to the 20] half a foot from 2015 conditions.

. Groundwater elevations eq . .
Depletion of . . . I Groundwat elevatiomsear the Santa Ynez River that dfegtdb
interconnected Groundwater Elevatiogartte Santa Ynez River that dr Groundwater elevations measured at three tofive feet belahe elevation morebelowthe channel bottan? of the 3 surface water depletion

RMW¢dor 2 consecutinendroughyears.

RMW = Representative monitoring wells; RWQCB = Regional Water QualityMiZintrol@demam contaminate level; SMCL = secondary maximum contaminate level; TDS = total digStibet! Rotid&rBigSystaBAR = Interferometric synthetic apertumagéddarmilligrams per liter
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The potential undesirable result from chronic lowering of groundwater levels is less water available for
beneficial users using existing infrastructure. This impairment would require more energy to pump water
and potential replacement of well®taccess water. This undesirable result could occur if groundwater

extractions exceed the sustainable yield over a period of years. Evaluation of this potential undesirable

result will be based on direct measurements of groundwater levels.

Groundwater stoage is the volume of water that is stored in an aquifer. The potential undesirable result
of a decline in groundwater storage is less water available for beneficial users, meaning that the water is
physically not present to be extracted. As with groundwdeels, groundwater storage is related to
pumping and other outflows exceeding the amount of water inflows into the groundwater basin over a
period of years. Groundwater storage will be estimated using the groundwater elevation data to assess

the volumeof water involved.

In the CMA there is no direct potential undesirable result from seawater intrusion.

Potential wndesirable results from degradation of water qualityimpaired beneficial uses othe
groundwater. To assess water quality, specific saltd mutrientsare chosen for analysis. Specifically,

concentrations of total dissolved solidshloride, sulfate, boron, sodium, and nitrate.

Potential undesirable results due to land subsidence nrasfudedamage to surface infrastructure and
collapsed poe space in the aquifers. Lassdrface elevation changes are quantified by a remote sensing
(satellite) system which uses interference patterns between radar returns to accurately calculate changes

in elevationover a wide region

The potential undesirableresults related to depletions in interconnected surface water may result in
impacts to groundwater dependent ecosysteriifie Santa Ynez River aRger alluvium are under the
jurisdiction of the SWRCB. The SWRCB retains administrative authority overféoe $low andsubflow

of the Santa Ynez River, including wells that divertgbbflow. Depletions in interconnected surface

water are evaluated by assessing water levels in potential GDE areas.

With each of the sipotential undesirable results describeabove, specific minimum thresholds were

determined to protect against the potential undesirable resultSor groundwater levels, minimum
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thresholds were based on well screelevationsand historical low groundwater levels. For groundwater
storage minimum thresholds are based on the number of wells that met the groundwater level criteria.
Minimum thresholds for water quality are based on Water Quality Objectives from the SWRCB. The land
subsidence minimum threshold six inches or less relative to the @@i&ations. Minimum thresholds for
interconnected surface water will be monitored by measured water level elevations in nearby wells at or

above historical low water levels and within 15 feet of the elevation of the river channel bottom.

Quantifiable goal$or the maintenance or improvement of the Basin were identified as the measurable
objectives. Groundwater elevations pdeought conditions (i.e., Spring 2011) were identified as the
measurable objective for groundwater levels and storage. No declinaterwuality relative to 2015 was

set for water quality. Less than two inches of land subsidence since 2015 was set for land subsidence.
Finally, to protect surface water, nearby groundwater levels no lower than 5 feet below the local river

channel bottomwas set as the measurable objective.

Impacts of setting these management criteria on neighboring groundwater basins is expected to be

minimal as the CMA is not directly connected to neighboring groundwater basins

ESChapter 4Projects and Management Amis (GSP Section 4)

Projects and Management actions (PMASs) will be implemented to maintain groundwater sustainability in
the CMA. The PMAs are categorized into four groups based on when each PMA would be implemented
Group 1 PMAs would be initiated withihe first year after GSP submitt&@roup 1 Management Actions

such aswater conservation, tiered pumping fees and the installation of well meters are anticipated to
close any shortfalls in maintaining the sustainable yield identified in the water budgktraintain
sustainability goalsAdditional Group 1 PMAs will increase water supplies further such as increased

recharge through stormwater capture and supplemental imported water projects.

If Group 1 PMAs fail to have the expected results, then furttations through the implementation of
other PMA groups 2, 3, and 4 will be requirB#As in Group 2 and 3 will be implemented when the early

warning and Minimum Threshold triggers for the sustainability indicators are reached
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The CMA GSA is taking amaptive management approach to CMA management over the planning
horizon. Consequently, potential projects and management actions will continuously be considered and
evaluated over the planning horizon to ensure that the most beneficial and economicallylégamjects

and management actions are implemented to achieve the sustainability goal in thea@i¥Masin
Proposed projects and management actions may be modified, as necessary, if the intended project

benefits are not realized in the intended timefram

ESChapter Simplementation (GSP Section 5)

This chapter describes actions to implement this GBR implementation categories are described.

ImplementationGroup 1 is completion of work started during the drafting of this G8R is completion

of data collection and survey work that commenced during the development of this GSP. This includes
surveying all representative wells in the representative monitoring network. Additionally, data collected
during the SKyTEM Airborne Geophysics aerial elea@mmatic survey will be evaluated and used to

update the existingieologic modelhydrogeologic conceptual model and numeric groundwater model.

Implementation Group 2 resolves data gaps in the monitoring network and the conceptual framework as
identified inthis GSPThis includes determining information about monitoring wells that currently have
no well perforation information by video surveying and sounding, and working with landowners on adding
voluntary wells to the water level and quality monitoring werk. A new piezometer will also be needed

to assess and monitor a potential GDE on Santa Rosa.@rewlv surface water gage at the mouth of

the Santa Ynez River is also considered.

Implementation Group 3 implementation items are data collection actidies allow for improved
management of the CMA:fforts to improve data collection information on water use in the Basin will be
done, including the collection of additional information from well ownersadidition,the GSA will require

the installation ofwater meters on all wellgexcludingde minimisdomestic wells)

Implementation Group 4 and Implementation Group 5 is improved data management and SGMA updates

The former consists of update and utilized the data management system, the latter is comBi&ivig
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annual repors (first due in 2022and 5-yearassessmenand updates to the GSHirst due in 2027 will
be done as required by SGMA.
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CHAPTER INTRODUCTION ANDWRIAREA

Section JAC INTRODUCTION

The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMsgned intostatue on September 16, 2014,
includes a structure and schedule to achieve sustainable groundwater management within 20 years
SGMArequires that groundwater basins identified by the California Department of Water Resources
(DWR), as medium and high prioritgdins must achieve sustainability by Januglky2042 To meet this

goal, State law requires the creation and implementation of a Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) for
each basinThe Santa Ynez River Valley Groundwater Basin (SYRVGB), defined lsyHa®#Rah5 (DWR

2016), is classified as a medium priority groundwater basthrequiressubmittal of a GSP by January 31,
2022

Local agencies recognized that the 317.4 square miles of the SYRVGB contains diverse physical and human
geographies, resultingn the creation and coordination of three distinactanagementareaswithin the

SYRGB The three distinct areas are defined as the Eastern, Central and Western Management Areas.
This document is the GSP for the Central Management Area (CMA) portion¥ RMGE-igure 1a.11).

The CMA Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) is responsible for preparing and implementing a GSP
for the Central portion of the SYRVGBwo additional GSPs are being prepared for the Western
Management Area (WMA) and the EasteManagement Area (EMAYhe three GSAs are being

coordinated by the Santa Ynez River Water Conservation District

The CMA GSA was formed dWMemorandum of greement(MOA)between theCity of Buellton, the

Santa Ynez River Water Conservation District@axttaBarbaraCounty (Figure 1a3-1). The CMA filed a

notice of intent to form a GSA with the DWR and became the exclusive GSA for the CMA on February 2,
2017.

1 CWHC Section 10720 et seq. and 23 CCR § 350 et seq.
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The CMA encompasses approximately 33 square miles of the central portion of the Santa ¥néallRwe

Groundwater BasirThe CMA haacomplex geology and geography and is divided into two subareas: the

Buellton Upland and the Santa Ynez River alluvium

Table 1a.11 identifies the Management Areas of the Santa Ynez River Valley Groundwater. Basin

Locationdor each Management Areare shown in Figure 12:1.

Table 1a.11

Management Areas of the Santa Ynez River Valley Groundwater Basin

Management Area Physical Description CommitteéMembeAgencies
. 1 City of Buellton
F N /{ /\ 32.8 square miles f Santa Ynez River Water
1 Santa Ynez River alluvium east of S q ggr?ts:g/:rtg;?aljg;ﬁﬁt Water
Rosa Park to just west of the City of : y
i Yo Ko vlly Srour o B Solvang Agencynonrvoting member)
Sremaer sumb y faer 1 Buellton Upland
133.7 square miles 1 City of Lompoc
1 Vandenberg Villa@emmunity
1 Santa Ynez\Rir alluvium west of San Services District
WMA Rosa Park to thempo&arrows 1 Mission Hills Community Servi
1 Lompoc Plain District
sanis Ynge River Yalley Grounduscer sin 1 Lompoc Terrace f Santa Yne.z Rivgr \_Nate
Groundwater Sustainabil ity Agency 1 Burton Mesa Conservation District
1 Lompoc Upland 1 Santa Barbara County Water
J Santa Rita Upland Agencynonrvoting member)
150.9 square miles 1 City of Solvang
1 Santa Ynez River Water
1 Santa Ynez River alluvium from City Conservation District,
EM A Solvang east Improvement DistriotIN
I Santa Ynez Upland I Santa Ynez River Water
Santa YneE;thiev:;'rMV:[I‘I:;Eg;::T:;aater Basin Conservation District
Groundwater Sustainability Agency I Santa Barbara County Water

Agency
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la.1 PURPOSE OF TBEOUNDWATERISTAINABILIPZAN

The purpose of this GSP isansure that groundwater is managed sustainably within the groundwater
basin. The GSP mudsa determine how the basin will achieve sustainable groundwater management

within a 20year period through monitoring and management actions

The sustainability goal for the Santa Ynez River Valley Groundwater Basin is to manage groundwater
resources in ie WMA, CMA and EM#or the purpose offacilitating longterm beneficial uses of
groundwater within the BasirBeneficial uses of groundwater in the Basin include municipal, domestic,
and agriculturabnd environmentasupply The sustainability goal is part defined by the localbgefined
minimum thresholds and undesirable resulfhis GSP describes halae CMA GSAwill maintain the
sustainability of the Basimnd how the measures recommended in the GSP will achieve these objectives

and desired conditins.

The California legislature identified the following specific goals that intended to be achieved as a result of

the execution of the SGMA&lifornia Water CodeCjW(¢ Section 10710.2):
In enacting this part, it is the intent of the Legislature tolblaf e following:
(&) To provide for the sustainable management of groundwater basins.

(b) To enhance local management of groundwater consistent with rights to use or store groundwater and
Section 2 of Article X of the Califoria ConstitutionHeigtent of the Legislature to preserve the security of
water rights in the state to the greatest extent possible consistent with the sustainable management of

groundwater.
() To establish minimum standards for sustainable groundwater management.

(d) To provide local groundwater agencies with the authority and the technical and financial assistance
necessary to sustainably manage groundwater.

(e) To avoid or minimize subsidence.
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(f) Toimprove data collection and understanding about groundwater.

(9) To increase groundwater storage and remove impediments to recharge.

(h) To manage groundwater basins through the actions of local governmental agencies to the greatest
extent feasible, while minimizing state intervention to only when necessary to ehstiledal agencies

manage groundwater in a sustainable manner.

() To provide a more efficient and ceflective groundwater adjudication process that protects water
rights, ensures due pracess, prevents unnecessary delay, and furthers the objdhivpaibf
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1la.2 SUSTAINABIMANAGEMENRNDICATORS

Sustainable conditions occur when undesirable results are mitigatextearot occurring in the Basin. In
accordance with SGMAhere are six potential undesirable results that must be considefétese
potential undesirable results are listed below, and are discussed in detail in Section 3b of this GSP, which

details Sustainable Management Criteria.

=

Chronic lowering of groundwater levels indicating a significant and unreaso
depletion of supply ifteared over the planning and implementation horizon

2. Significant and unreasonable reduction of groundwater storage

3. Significant and unreasonable seawater intrusion

. Significant and unreasonable degradation of water quality

5. Significant and unreadsa land subsidence

6. Depletion of interconnected surface water and groundwater that has signific
unreasonable adverse impacts on beneficial uses of the surface water.

rewppe

This GSP is a tool developed by the GSA, within input from the public and £€i@x&n Advisory Group
(CAG), to support sustainable management of, and sustainable denisikimg for, theCMA

2 CWC Sean 10721 (x), 23 CCR § 354.28(c), 23 CCR § 354.34(c),
GROUNDWATERSUSTAINABILTY PLAN I Page 1la5b




A SECTION1A
C’M- INTRODUCTION 2021

(Page Intentionally Left Blank)

GROUNDWATERSUSTAINABILITY PLAN I Page 1a6



( "NAA
‘ = SECTION1A 2021

INTRODUCTION

1a.3 GROUNDWATERISTAINABILIPYANORGANIZATION

This GSP was developed in accordance with SGidAhe DWRprepared Best Management Practices
(BMP) and Guidance Documerithie GSP is organized as outlined baloWable 1a3-1, following SGMA

regulations® Figures and tables are organized, labelat numbered accordingly.

Table 1a.31
Organizationof the Groundwater Sustainability Plan
Chapter| Section \ Title Short Description
ES Executive Summary Summarizes the contents of the report
Introduction and Plan Area

a Introduction Introduces Plan Purpose and Contents

b Administrative Information Information about Agency and Governance
L c Notices and Communication Outreach and Engagement

Extents andeggraphy of thanagement Area:
Subareadi/ater Agencigspvernments, Well Density,
Regulatory Prograianagement PlaRspulation, and
Land Use Considerations

e Additional GSP Elements Supplemental Plan Content

Basin Setting

d Plan Area

Conceptual components of groundysten

a Hydrogeologic Conceptual Mod Geology, Aquifers, Inflows, Outflows
2 Current and historical status of the Basin
b Groudwater Conditions Water Levels, Storage, Seawater Intrusion, Ground

Quality, Land Subsidence, and Interconnected Surf

Flow between components of the groundwater systs
HistoricaCurrent, and Projected

Monitoring Network and Sustainable Groundwater Management Criteria
a Monitoring Network Current and representative monitoring

Sustainability goal, potenti@dsirable results, minimur
thresblds, and measurable objectives

4 Project and Management Actions Potential ways to improve sustairzesiligded.
Plan Implementation

c Water Budget

b Sustainable Management Crite

Projects and actions to resolve data gaps and imple

5 a Implementation Projects GSP.
b Implementation €line Timeline of implementation projects.
c Plan Funding Funding opportunities.
6 References Works cited and relied upon.
7 Appendices Supporting documeanid analysandpubliccomments.

3 23 CCR Division 2 Chapter 1.5 Subchapter 2 Article 5. Plan Contents
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Section 2 ADMINISTRATRMNFORMATION

2b.1 AGENCBACKGROUND

The California Department of Water Resources (DWR) identified the SYRVGB as a medium priority basin
(DWR 2020)As suchthe associated groundwater sustainability agency (GSA) must submit a GSP by
January 31, 2022 teomply wth the SGMA statuttand SGMA regulatioAsMajor organizational
documents that supported the development of this GSP are showigire 1b.11.

On May 23, 2016 SYRVGB public water agencies execuiimarandum of UnderstandingMOU)
(Appendix 1bA)which organized the SYRV@Bcording to three separatmanagementareas creating

the CMA, WMA, and EMAheCentralManagementArea Groundwater Sustainability Agency (CMA GSA)
was formed aftefi K Blermirandum ofAgreemenfor Formation of a Groundwater Sugtability Agency

for the Central Management Aréathe Santa Ynez River Valley Groundwater Bsi®A) datedJanuary

11, 2017(Appendix 1EB).

To adopt the MOA, ratification occurred by all thieé®Amember agenciesOn November 10, 2016, the
Buellton Giy Council passed Resolution-26 wherein the City of Buellton resolved to become a member

of the CMA GSA in cooperation with the other CMA member agencies. On December 6, 2016, the Board
of Supervisors for Santa Barbara County, servingasa Barbara diinty Water Agency(SBCWA)
Directors, passed Resolution-284 wherein the SBCWA resolved to become a member of the CMA GSA
in cooperation with the other CMA member agencies. On January 11, 2017, the Board of Directors for the
Santa Ynez River Water Consdion District (SYRWCD) passed Resolution 665 wherein the SYRWCD

resolved to become a member of the CMA GSA in cooperation with the other CMA member agencies.

The three GSAs for the SYRVGB have coorditatensureconsistency between the three GSPs aneqal
in the Basin. The GSPs are being prepared under a SGMA compliant coordination adgrasmeetified

4 CWC Section 10720 et seq.

5 23 CCR 8§ 350 et seq.

6 CWC Section 10721 (d) ACoor di ntadbetwesn tmogrmome greundivdter me a n s
sustainability agencies that provides the basis for coordinating multiple agencies or groundwater sustainability plans w
basin pursuant to this part
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in SGMAThe threeSYRVGBSASs have conferred on governaystartingwith the MOU in 2016 followed

by the dintra-Basin Administrative Agreement fomplementation of the SGMA in the Santa Ynez River
Valley Groundater Basig (Appendix 1bC) dated February 26, 2020The SYRVGBoordination
Agreement between the WMA, CMA, and EM beincluded as Appendix 1b.

1b.1-1 Organizational and Management Structaféhe CentralManagement Agency
GSA Mailing Address

CentralManagement Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency
P.O. Box 719
Santa Yne€A93460

GSAPhysicahddress

CentralManagement Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency
3669 Sagunto St., Suit@1
Santa YnezA203460

Plan Manager Contact Information

William JBuelow, Water Resources Manager

Santa Ynez River Vall@youndwaterBasinCentralManagement Area GSA
P.0O. Box 719, 3669 Sagunto Street, Suite 108 | Santa Ynez, CA 93460
805693-1156 | bbuelow@syrwcd.com

1b.1-2 Governance

Governance of the CMA GSA is described inddiemorandum ofAgreementfor Formation of a
Groundwater Sustainability Agency for the Central Management Ardhe Santa Ynez River g
Groundwater Basi(Appendix 1EB). The CMA GSA is governed by a committeepresentatives from
each memberagency However, votes are weighted There are two voting committee members

representing the SYRWCD and City of Buellton, and oneatorg committee member representing the
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SBCWAThe SBCWA is represented by a person or persons as appointed by the Board of Supervisors for

Santa Barbara County, serving as Water Agency Directors.

A quorum to transact business s requires both voting member eigenare present. To pass any

proposition or resolution, a unanimous vote of both member agencies is required.

1b.1-3 Legal Authority

As part of its creation, the authorizing resolutions for the GSA Committee granted it authority to have all
powers that a GSA iauthorized to exercise as provided by the SGMA, including developing a GSP
O2yaAradasSyd gAdK GKS !' 00 IyR 52wQa NB3IdzZ FGA2ya FyR
1b-B).

As the sole GSA for the CMA, the CMA GSA has the legal authorightmengroundwater within the

CMA pursuant to SGMA. As such, SGMA grants the CMA GSA broad powers, including: the legal authority
to: conduct investigations; adopt rules, regulations, ordinances and resolutions; require registration of
groundwater extractio facilities and measurement of groundwater extractions by a wateasuring

device satisfactory to the GSénter into written agreements and funding with private parties to assist in,

or facilitate the implementation of, a GSP or any elements of the @®Fide for the measurement of
groundwater extractions; regulate groundwater extractionignpose fees on the extraction of
groundwater and to fund the costs of groundwater managememig perform any act necessary or

proper to carry out the purposes of S13.

Ly I OO02NRIYyOS gAGK Nathing if tBiOpar 8ryh amy mroundwdigr managément
plan adopted pursuant to this, part determines or alters surface water rights or groundwater rights under
common law or any provision of law that detén@s or grants surface water rights. | OO02 NRAy 3f & X

does not determine or alter such surface water or groundwater rights

7 CWC Sections 10725, 10725.2, 10725.4, 10725.6, 10725.8071R826 10726.5, 10730, 10730.2
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1b.1-4 Implementation and Costs

As plans related to implementation of specific projects are developed, the public will be provided

opportunity to review and provide comments to the CMA GSA committee.

Pursuant to CWC Section 10730, the CMA GSA is authorized to fund the costs of groundwater
management by imposing fees on the extraction of groundwater or through a parcel tax dhi2€M
GSA committee in coordination with the other two GSAs in the Basin, are evaluating the type of fee they

will use to fundmplementation anduture project and management actions

The CMA GSA is funded by a cost sharing agreement between the two vottlhgn€éMber agencies
develop a GSP and perform related studies as approved by the CMA GSA ConTindt&8CWA, as a
non-voting member, is not responsible for any other costs related to the CMA GSP developgkiient
member agencies are responsible for their romosts to attend and participate in the CMA GSA

committee.

Future implementation of the CMA GSP is descriBadpter5 of this GSPlable 1b.11is a summary of
potential implementation costs of this GSP. These costs are anticipated to be funded theeagidated
by the GSA, and or cesharing between agencies. There may be opportunities to obtain implementation

grantsfrom the State of California
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Table 1b.11
Summary Implementation Costs to Manage CMA Groundwater
Implementation Projects

Task Type Completion Additional Cost Estimatés
Surveying Representative Wells One Time WY 2023 $2,000 $4,000
SkyTEM Airborne Geophysics One Time WY 2023 Already funded
Vided_ogging and Sounding Wells|  One Time WY 2023 $7,500 $12,000
Add new GWL Monitoring One Time WY 2023 $8,000 $12,000
SW Gage Installation (planning) One Time WY 2023 GSA Overhe&d$10,000)
Well Registration Update One Time FY 2022024 GSA Overhe&d$20,000)
Well MeterirRequirement One Time CY 2023 GSA Overheé&d

($20,000%$40,000
Data Updates Annual Ongoing $10,000%$15,000
SMGA WY Annual Reports Annual Ongoing $30,000$50,000

AEstimates are in 2021 dollars. Costs are to the GSP, certain tasks include mandates for well owners.

B Estimated as primarily GSA staff time to administer program.

€ CMA portions assuming continuing cost share with WMA.

D Estimate for first year, mature report likely starting with third annual report, estimated as $20,000 per ye

Projects and managemeénactions that would improve sustainability and resilience of the CMA
groundwater are discussed in Section 4a of this G8Reral projects to improve sustainability that are
recommended under all basin conditions are summarizebaible 1b.12. These cos are anticipated to

be funded through the GSA fees, agency cost sharing and potentially State grants
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Table 1b.12
Sustainability Project and Management Actions: General Management
SummaryCostsfor CMA

Sustainability Bject and Management Action

Project and Management Proposed Additional Cost Annual

Action Completion Estimate2 Implementation Costs

Water Conservation Plan WY 2023 $50,000%$75,000 $30,000%$40,000

Tired Groundwater Extractio GSA Overheéad

Plan WY 2023 $100000- $175,000 ($4Q000- $50,000

ﬁ“pp'eme”ta' Imported Wate WY 2023 $100,000$120,000 Need Dependent
rogram

Buellton Upland Bioretention

Bioswale Network Project WY 2022 $25,000$35,000 Design Dependénstall Cost

(Design and Benefits Study)

AAll estimates are in 2021 ddllasts are to the GSP, cettaims may include costs to other parties.
B Actual implementation costs will depend on results of particular suitability project and management actic
CEstimated as priihaGSA staff time to administer program.
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1b.2 INTRABASINGOORDINATIOBETWEEIMANAGEMENAREAS

SGMAstatute requires that multiple GSAsoordinate whendeveloping GSPs in a single groundwater
basin such as in the Santa Ynez River Valley Groundwaten&tisine WMA, CMA, and EMAhe SGMA
statue (CWC Section 1Q7.6) states

When Multiple Plans Cover a Basin. Groundwater sustainability agencies intending to develop and
implement multiple groundwater sustainability plassosiall coordinate with othergencies preparing a
groundwater sustainability plan within the basin to ensure that the plans utiize the same data and

methodologies for the following assumptions in developing the plan:

(@Groundwater elevation data

(b) Groundwater extraction data

() Surface water supply

(d) Total water use

(e) Change in groundwater storage
(f) Water budget.

(g) Sustainable yield

During the GSP development procéss OMA GSA aniVMA GSA shared the samensultant team and
document prepareso ensure hat the two plans used the same daaad methodologiesTo coordinate

with the EMA GSAumerous meetings and conference calls were Iheltiveen the two consultant teams

to coordinate activities in each management area so that the requirements forfyasia coordination
were met As ofSeptember 1, 2021he CMAconsultant teammet with the EMA consultant team for over

40 meetingsor conference calls during development of the technical elements of3B& Additionally,
CMA consultant team regularly attdad the EMA GSA committee meetings to receive public updates on

EMA activity.
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Section 1CC NOTES ANGOMMUNICATION

1c.1 Administration

The Central Management Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (CMA GSA) was formeQityyahe
Buellton, the Santa Ynez River Water Conservation District, and the Santa Barbara County Water Agency.
The CMA filed a notice of intent to form a GSA with the DWR and became the exclusive GSA for the CMA
on February 2, 2017. Meetings of the CMAAG®Mmittee are called, noticed, and conducted subject to

the provisions of the Ralph M. Brown Act (Govt. Code sections 54950 et seq.)

Appendix 1€A includes a list of public meetings that have been held to date for the CMA GSA as well as
meetings of theCMA Citizens Advisory Group (described below). In accordance with Governor of
California issued Executive Order2Bi20 and N29-20, which temporarily waived requirements in the
BagleyKeene Act and Brown Act, meetings were convened during the-SARE(COVIEL9) pandemic

via video teleconference and phone. The Governor of California issued Executive Of&R9 ldnd
California State Department of Public Health Order of March 19, 2020 required-atdiayne directive.
Additionally, Santa Barbara CoynPublic Health, Health Officer Order No. 2Q205 prohibited all
gatherings within the County. Appendix-Bcincludes the reference Proclamations, Executive Orders,
Health Orders, and Health Officer Orders.

1c¢.2}1 Public Outreach and Engagement Plan

In Februan2020, the CMA GSA prepared an Outreach and Engagement Plan (OEP) to provide individual
stakeholders, stakeholder organizations, and other interested parties an opportunity to be involved in the
development and evaluation of this GSP. The OEP, includégpesndix 1eC of this GSP, describes the
steps the CMA GSA has taken, and will continue to take, to encourage public involvement during the
development and implementation phases of this GSP. The OEP includes a list of identified stakeholders as
of 2020 andlescribes the methods the CMA GSA has used to identify additional stakeholders, solicit public
involvement,and feedback, and consider stakeholder comments and concerns during the development

of, and future implementation of, this GSP.
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Table 1c.11 provices a summary of identified stakeholder categories in@héA

Table 1c.11

Stakeholder Categories in theMAPIlan Area

Category of Interest

Examples of Stakeholder Groups

Engagement Purpose

General Public

General public

Infom to improve public awarenes
sustainable groundwater manage

Land Use

County of Santa Barbara
City of Buellton

Consult and involve to ensure lan(
policies are supporting GSP and \
versa

Private Users

Domestic users

Inform and involve todwvegative
impact to these users

Urban/Agriculture/Recreati
Users

City of Buellton
Small mutual water systems

Golf courses

Collaborate to ensure sustainable
management of groundwater

Environmental and Ecosyst

California Department of Fish arifieWild
National Marine Fisheries Service

Inform and involve to sustain a vit
ecosystem

Economic Development

City of Buellton Mayor Holly Sierra
County District 3 Supervisor Joan Hartm
State Assembly Member Steve Bennett

State Senator Monique Limén

Infom and involve to support a sta|
economy

Human Right to Water

Domestic water users
Disadvantaged communities

Inform and involve to provide safe
secure groundwater supplies to D

Integrated Water Managen

Regional water management groups (IR
regions)

Inform, involve, and collaborate to
improve regional sustainability

Notes DAC = disadvantaged community; IRWM = Integrated Regional Water Management.

1c¢.12 Citizens Advisory Group

As part of public outreach and communication, the CMA GSA Committatedréhe Citizens Advisory
Group (CAG) to provide the GSA focused public input from representatives of different categories of

groundwater uses and users in the CMA.

CAG members are members of the public who volunteered to participate in reviewing seofidie
Draft GSP and other materials produced by @dAGSA. Members of the community were invited to

apply to the CAG. An dtbc selection committee reviewed applicants and made a recommendation to
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the CMA GSA Committee. ThEMA GSA Committee considatethe recommendations and then
appointed a slate of members to the CAG. The CAG membership reflects a diversity of interests and
different types of groundwater uses and users in the CMA. As requested by the Committee, the CAG
provides input to the GSA bgviewing sections of the GSP and other materials and providing comment

for CMA GSA consideration. The CMA GSA member agency staff organized and facilitated the CAG

meetings.
CMACAG members reviewed the following documents:

Outreach and Engagement Pjan

Data Management Plgn

Subsurface ThreBimensional GeologiechnicalMemorandum
Hydrogeologic Conceptual Model

Groundwater Conditions

Numeric Groundwater Model

Water Budgets

SustainabilityfManagement Criteria;

=A =/ =/ =2 =4 =2 =4 =4 =

Monitoring Network

As with the CMA GS#ommittee meetings, CMA CAG meetings were convened during the GARS
pandemic via phone and video teleconference. AppendiA Icludes a list of meeting dates and topics
for the CMA CAG. Appendix-Bdncludes the reference Proclamations, Executivde, Health Order,
and Health Officer Orders

1c.1-3 Newsletters and Press Releases

The three management areas of the Santa Ynez River Valley Groundwater Basin (ERRV@GB)
coordinated in creating newsletters and press releases to notify the public abewedavelopment of the

GSP throughout th8 YRVGE opies of the newsletters and press releases created to date are included as
Appendix 1eD.
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Newsletters are ongage documents about the SYRVGB, the G8A, and CMA GSP developmerits. T
newsletters were di i NA 0 dzi SR Ay 020K 9y3IftAaK FYyR {LIYyA&GK® ¢N
Written Translation Service. The newsletters were distributed in member agency utilityebitlsijedto

interested parties, and posted on the SGMA website forBasin(below, section 1c.44).

Press releases weralso produced and sent to local media organizations about specific topgsan
example one such press release reported belicopter flightsthat were used as part of the Aerial

Electromagnetic Method (AEM) siay in November 2020.

1c.}4 Communication Website: SantaYnezWater.Org

The three management areas of the SYRVGB coordinated in creating a single website for communication

and outreach located ahttps://www.santaynezwater.org

This website is a centralized locatiwhere updates regarding SGMA activities actbedasin are made
available.It has been a tool to engage and inform the public aadallow for public involvement in

developing the GSP.

Features of this website include a tool to enter physical adde$sadentify a management area of
interest and obtain additional information about each GSA. Members of the public can register as
interested parties for one, or all of the SYRV@agement area GSAs (WMA, CMA or EMA), and receive
emails regarding upcomg events such as GSA or CAG meetings or documents available for public review

and comment.

The website also includes items related to noticing and archiving GSA activities including a calendar of
GSA meetings, both past and present, upcoming events, abticpcomment periods, both past and

present. Minutes and meeting packets from GSA meetings are made available through the website.

Additionally, the website provided opportunity for the public review process used in developing this GSP.
Draft documents rieased to the public were posted to this website, which included a public comment
tool to allow individuals to comment on a specific document, or part of documents or make a general

comment.
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Appendix 1€E provides additional information about the SantaYierer Orgwebsite.

1d.1-5 Public Review Comments

In accordance with the SGMA regulatidtiee CMA GSA solicited public comments on this GSP as well as
supporting draft documentsAs described above, request for comments included outreach to specific
identified gakeholder groups, running the CAG, newsletters released through multiple channels, press

releases, and development and implementation of a communications website.

Written comments received by the CMA GSA are included as Appendix Public Review Comoageds, |0
as the last appendixPublic comments were considered throughout the development of the. GSP
Comments on draft documents by stakeholder technical consultants identified additional supporting data
that was included in thiSSPComments by State andeéferal wildlife agencies resulted in additional
clarification about principal aquifer extents, additional discussion of SWRCB\WRI0190148, limits

to GSA authorityand expanded discussion of wildlife beneficial use including existing biologicairspin

and wildlife monitoring programs.

8 23 CCR 8§ 354(c) Comments regarding the Plan received by the Agency and a summary of any responses by the Ager
9 Including CWC Section 10720.5 (b)
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Section IDC PLANAREA

This Plan Area section addresses 23 CCR § 354.8 of the SMGA reglilatioisoduces the geographic
areas covered by the GSind addresseadministrative statutory, and policy issueis, addition toaspects

of the built environment related to water supply and demand.

Section 1d.1CMAPIlanArealocation, reintroduces the overall extents of the Santa Ynez River Valley
Groundwater BasiifBasin)and adjacentbasins, the division of the Basin into thr&SP management
areas, coverage of the Basin by SGMA, the extents of the Central Management Area (CMA) within the

Basin and the subareas of the CMA.

Section 1d.2Summary of Jurisdictional Areasd Other Feattes, describes agencies with land use

jurisdiction and water agencig¢sroughout the CMA.
Section 1d.3Well Density, describes existing well density throughout@hA

Section 1d.4Water Resources Monitoring and Management Programs, describes existiagresource

monitoring and management plans within t@&MA
Section 1d.5Regulatory Programs, describes existing regulatory programs that are applicableCivlhe

Section 1d.6Land Use Considerations, describes land use and projected population rsjrgleeeral

plans, and other applicable planning efforts.

GROUNDWATERSUSTAINABILITYPLAN I Page 1d-1



A SECTIONI1D
C’M - PLAN AREA 2021

(Page Intentionally Left Blank)

GROUNDWATERSUSTAINABILITYPLAN I Page 1d-2



PN /‘ A SECTIONI1D

PLAN AREA 2021

1d.1 CMAPLANAREALOCATION

ThisGSHor the Central Management Agenagldresseshe central of threanmanagement areathat cover the

entire Santa Ynez Rivéalley Groundwater Basin through a coordination agreement.

1d.1-1 Santa Ynez River Valley Groundwater Basin and Adjacent Basins

Santa Ynez River Valley Groundwater Basin (Basin) is designated by the California Department of Water
Resources (DWR) undeWWCSectionmH prn & 2yS 2F /I EAT2NYAlF Qad pwmp | ¢
No. 3015) is a coastal groundwater basin encompassing approximately 317.4 square miles (203,141.4 acres)

in centralSanta Barbara County (County). The Basin underlies the citidsarig@®uellton, and Lompoc, and

the unincorporated communities of Santa Ynez, Ballard, Los Olivos, Mission Hills, and Vandenberg Village. The
Basin is bounded by the Pacific Ocean on the west, the Purisima Hills and San Rafael Mountains on the north,

the Santa Ynez Mountains on the south, and consolidatedvwater-bearing rocks of Mesozdfcand

Tertiary! age on the east (DWR 2004; Upson and Thomasson 1951). These consolidated rocks underlie the
unconsolidated watebearing deposits of Tertiary and Quatarg® age that comprise the Basin, and define

GKS . lFaAyQa f26SNIo2dzyRINE 0! LJA2Yy YR ¢K2Yl aazy wmog
the boundary of the approximately 105.4 square mile (67,4@8ré) San Antonio Creek Valley Groundwater

Basin (DWR Basin Ne0B4).

The Basin is one of several within Santa Barbara Cokigiyre 1d.11 shows other groundwater basins
adjacent to or near the Basin. North of and bordering the Basin is the San Antonio Creek Valley Groundwater
Basin'3 The Santi Maria River Valley Groundwater Basia directly adjacent to the north of the San Antonio

Creek Valley Groundwater Basin. To the southeast, along the south coast of Santa Barbara County, is the Goleta

Groundwater Basit¥, separated from the Basin by ti8anta Ynez Mountaiange.

10 Geologic period from 252 million to 66 million years ago.
11 Geodbgic period from 66 million to 2.6 million years ago.

12 Geologic period from 2.6 million years ago to the present.
13 DWR Basin

4 DWR Basin®?

15 DWR Basin1®
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The Santa Ynez River Valley adghcentSan Antonio Creek Valley groundwater basins are designated by
the DWR as medium priori§/basins(DWR 2020). The DWR basin prioritization process was completed
in accordance with the requeéments of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) of 2014
and CWCSections 10722.4 and 1093®ased on eight components as outlined in tBeistainable
Groundwater Management Act 2019 Basin Prioritization Process and R@EWR 2020). Basinsah
received total priority points rarniggfrom greater than 14 points to less than or equal to 21 points were
designated as medium priority basins. The Santa Ynez River Valley Groundwater Basin received a total of
15 priority points, with component 3 (theumber of public supply wells that draw from the basin) and
component 6 (the degree to which persons overlying the basin rely on groundwater was their primary
source of water) being the two components that received the highest number of priority point® (DW
2020).

Table 1d.11
Summary of the Santa Ynez River Valley Groundwater Basin, Adjacent Basins, and
Contributing Watershed Area

Area DWR Designations Previous
Groundwater GSP
Basin/Watershed Square| Basin Critically Basin Management | Required pel
Name Acres Miles | Number| Overdrafteq Priority Plan SGMA
Santa Ynez River
Valley Groundwater| 203,141.4 317.4| 3015 No Medium No Yes

Basin

Adjacent Basin

San Antonio Creek
Valley Groundwater| 67,473.7| 105.4| 3014 No Medium No Yes
Basin

Primary Watershed Contributing to the Santa Ynez River Valley Groundwater Basin

Santa Ynez River
Watershed

SourceDWR2016Ca |l i f or ni aBiletin GI8 mterrmdJpdate 2016.
Notes:DWR = Department of WatsnlRees; GSP = Groundwater Sustainability Plan; SGMA = Sustainable Groundwater Management Act.

574,059.0 897.0 Not applicable

6 Basin prioritization cl assi fi éasedOadomporemssiderdifedintbel 5 ba s |
California Water Code. The priority process consists of applying datasets and information in a consistent, statewide m;
in accordance to the provisions in California Water Code, Section 10933(b). &unthepimformraWR 6 s basi n
prioritization process can be found on the following website: https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater
Management/BaBinoritization.
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1d.1-2 SGMA Coverage of Basin

The Santa Ynez River Valley GroundwBgsin (Basin or SYRV@GRJivided into three management areas
based on hydrogeologic and juristibimal boundaries, each governed by a Groundwater Sustainability
Agency (GSA). The three management areas include the Western Management Area (WMA), Central
Management Area (CMA), and Eastern Management Area (EMA). For the purpose of development and
implementation of this GSP, the Plan Area is synonymous with the CMA of the Basin. AppeAdix 1d

providesthe rationalefor the divisionsof the threemanagement areas

The entire Santa Ynez River Valley Groundwater Basin is covered by one of the three greundwat
sustainability plans prepared for the Basin. The extents of all three management areas were shown
previously on Figure 121 (Introduction). There are no adjudicated areas or parts of the Basin covered
by a SGMA Alternative plah.

1d.1-3 Plan Area: Central Magement Area

The CMA boundary encompasses approximately 32.8 square miles (21,023.8 acres) of the center of the
Basin(Figure 1d.1-2). The CMA GSéommittee consists of the Santa Ynez River Water Conservation
District(SYRWCDGity of Buelltonand Couny of Santa Barbardhe CMA is divided into two subarés

based on hydrogeologic and topographic characteristics: Buellton Upland, and Santa Ynez River Alluvium.
Figure1d.1-3 shows the locations and extents of the subareas, &atle 1d.12 lists the sizeof each

subarea.

17 Alternative plans are described in 23 CCR Division 2 Chapter 1.5 Subchapter 2 #eticle 9. Alternati

18 Subareas are similar to and based on the Santa Ynez River Water Conservation District Annual Report subareas, also
for managing pumping in much of the CMA. Extents were adjusted to cover the entire Bulletin 118 Interim Update 201¢
(DWR 2016) basoundary.

GROUNDWATERSUSTAINABILITYPLAN I Page 1d-5



(\7\ 4 /,\ SECTIONI1D

PLAN AREA | 2921
Table 1d.12
Summary of CMA Subareas by Area
CMA Subarea AcresA Square Miles
Buellton Upland 14,220 22.2
Santa Ynez River Alluvium 6,800 10.6
Total 21,020 32.8

ARounded to nearest 10 acres.

1d.1-3-1 Buelltsn Upland Subarea

The Buellton Upland subarea consists of the hilly portions of the CMA north of the Santa Ynez River. This
subarea includes the watershed of Santa Rosa Ctafkiada de la Laguna, and the lower portions of Zaca
Creek and Ballard Canyon. Ttarthern extent of the CMA Buellton Upland is bound by the Purisima Hills,

and the southern extent terminates at the Santa Ynez River Alluvium subarea.

The Buellton Upland subarea consists of relatively rugged terrain. Agricultural uses occur primagily al
the flat land in the valley bottoms. Although there are no cities or urbanized areas in the Buellton Upland,
there are several municipal water systems. No wastewater treatment plants are in the Buellton Upland

subarea.

1d.1-3-2 Santa Ynez River Alluvium Subarea

Directly south of the Buellton Upland is the Santa Ynez River Alluvium subarea, bordered by exposed
bedrock of the Sisquoc Formation, Monterey Formation, and older consolidated Miocene Formations. The
Santa Ynez River Alluvium subarea spans from the EMAdary near the City of Solvang in the east,
through a largmearninety degree west to eastend in the Santa Ynez River west of the City of Buellton,
OFtftt SR (KS d. dzZSNAWMA hounddbyyheaE SantdiRbsa iP#&iSn the west.

There are agridtural and urbanized areas in the CMA portion of the Santa Ynez River Alluvium subarea.

Themajority of theCity of Buellton is located in this subarea.

Groundwater recharge of the alluvium is primarily received from the surface and underflow of the Santa

Ynez River, tributary creek flow, seepage, and irrigation return flows. The Santa Ynen®itesubflow
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are managedy the California State Water Resources Control BEGWRCBjs part of regional surface
water rights. The water flowing through thél@/ium, in known and defite channels, is not considered
groundwater as defined by SGMA, but, rathés considered surface water by tf®VRCEand the

extraction of such wateis not subject to the SGMA.
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1d.2 SUMMARY OBURISDICTIONAREAS ANOTHERFEATURES

1d.2-1 Land Use Jurisdictions within i68MAPlan Area

TheCMAPIan Area consists of the City of Buell{@ity)and private rural land under Santa Barbara County
jurisdiction. The developed land uses in the Plan Anetude in general residential, commercial, and
agricultural. Approximately 5% of the Plan Area consists of the City and 95% consists of the private land
(Figure 1d.21, Public Lands).Figure 1d.22 identifies specific State and Federal Land indicatimgy t
California Wildlife Conservation Board has protected lands along Santa Rosa Creek, and the Federal lands
are lands under the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), part of the U.S. Department of the Interior, run
out of the BLM Bakersfield Field Office. Tard uses in the Plan Area contributing watershed include
primarily agricultural (e.g., vineyards, field crops, pasture) and open space (e.g., recreational). Table 1d.2

1 summarizes the land ownership and jurisdiction in the Plan Area.

Table 1d.21
Summary of Land Ownership in the CMA Plan Area
Ownership Type Agency Description Acres / % of Total
Private Private Mixed land uses including primarily reside 19,998.0 / 95%

commercial, and agricultural under Santa
Barbara County jurisdiction

City City of Buellton Mixed land uses including primarily reside 1,025.8 /5%
and commercial

Grand Tota 21,023.8 / 100%

SourceGeographic information system (GIS) analysis of jurisdictional boundaries.

1d.21-1 Santa Barbara County

The Dgpartment of Planning and Development has land use authority in the unincorporated Santa Barbara
County parts of theCMAPIlan Area. The Department of Planning and Development conducts policy
development, planning, permitting, and inspection services throutgh divisions which include
administration, building and safety division, development review, and-tange planning. Section 1d.6,

Land Use Considerations, provides greater detail on land use, population, and general plan land use

policies relevant tolie GSP.
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1d.21-2 City of Buellton

The City of Buellton Planning Department has land use authority within the City limits. The Planning
Department conducts planning, economic development, and code enforcement. Section 1d.6, Land Use
Considerations, provides greatdetail on land use, population, and general plan land use policies relevant

to the GSP.

1d.22 Water Agencies Relevant to the Plan

The retail water agencies serving tB81APlan Area include the City of Buellton, Bobcat Springs Mutual
Water Company (MWCand Mes Hills MWCThe wholesale water agency relevant to the Plan Area is
the Central Coast Water Authority (CCWA), which delivers State Project Water (SWP) to the City of
Buellton. Each water agency relevant to the Plan Area is described below. Water bwtnctaries and

regional water infrastructure are shown éilgure 1d.23, Water Agencies and Infrastructure.

1d.22-1 City of Buellton

The City oBuellton (public water system 4210018 the only city within the CMA. The Cjiyovides
potable water service td,836 connections ando a population 0f5,464 within the City limits WRCB
2021a).The City relies on groundwater and the SWP to satisfy customer demands (City of B2@itpn
SWRCB 2021a).K S /pdtabléveater system consists dbur municipal supplywvellsand two water
treatment facilities(City of Buelltor2021). Three of the municipal wells are located in the Santa Ynez River
Alluvium subarea and one is located in the Buellton Upland subaitea City haswo additional wels
located in the Santa ¥z River Alluvium subarea that is used solely for irrigation purpasesdingfor

the Zaca Creek Golf Course (City of Buellton 20213ddition, the City owns and operates a wastewater
treatment plant. Secondary treated effluent from the plant isaligrged into infiltration basins for
replenishment of the groundwater Basin. ApproximatéR8,000gallons per day of secondary treated

effluent was discharged into the infiltration basing2@20(City of Buelltor2021).

¢KS / Alé&Qa suBfNWfrbm theiSantal¥deY River Alluvium subarea is currently 1,385 acre
feet per year (AFY). RD2Q, the City provided.,,214.0acrefeet (AF) of water to its customer869.3AF
of which was groundwater (City of Buellt8621). Approximately onéalf of the pdable water provided

GROUNDWATERSUSTAINABILITYPLAN IPage 1d-10



PN /‘ A SECTIONI1D

PLAN AREA 2021

by the City is used for domestic purposes and the other half is used for commercial and industrial
processes (City of Buellt@®21). The daily water use f&2020was198gallons per capita per dqZity of

Buellton2021). Table 1d.22 summarizes the City of Buellton water use for three recent years.

Table 1d.22
City of Buellton Annual Water Use
Calendar Population Buellton Santa Ynez| State Water| Total Water Per g:gta Use
Year UplandAF) River (AF) | Project (AF) (AF) (GPDPC)
2020 5,464 219.3 650.0 3447 1,214.0 198
2019 5,453 314.3 564.6 296.0 1,174.8 192
2018 5,098 326.9 699.2 165.3 1,191.4 209

SourceCity of Buellton (2021), City of Buellton (2020), City of Buellton (2019)
Notes AF = Acreeet,GPDPG gallons per day per capita

Due to the number of connections, th@ity of Buelltoris notconsideredan urbanwater suppliet® or

agriculturalwater supplief®.

1d.22-2 Bobcat Springs Mutual Water Company

Bobcat Springs MW(ublic water system 420089 provides potable water service to 47 connections

and a population of 120. Bobcat Springs MWC relies on groundwater from two extraction wells as the sole
source of supply (SWRCB 202 ajnual wateruse for the years 2014 through 2018 ranged betw8&n

to 107 acrefeet per year (DWR 20D,

1d.2-2-3 Mesa Hills Mutual Water Company

Mesa Hills MW@public water systerd200863 provides potable water service to 36 connections and a

population of 54. Mesa Hills MWC relies on groundwater from two extraction wellseasote source of

19 Per CWC Section 10617, an urban water supplier means a supplier, either publicly or privately owned, providing water
municipal purposes either directly or indirectly, to more than 3,000 customers or supplying more than 3,000 AFY of wa

20 Per CWC Section 10608.12(a), an agricultural water supplier means a water supplier, either publicly or privately owne
providing water to 10,000 or more irrigated acres, excluding recycled water.
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supply (SWRCB 2021Annual water use for the years 2014 through 2018 ranged betweesn@222
acrefeet per year (DWR 20b).

1d.22-4 JonataHomeownersAssociation

Jonata Homeowners Association (public water systt80814 provides potable wker service t016
connections and a population @b. Jonata Homeowners Associatioglies on groundwater fronone

extraction wells as the sole source of supply (SWRCB 2021a)

1d.2-2-5 North Buellton Hills Water Works

North Buellton Hills Water Company (public erasystem4200809 provides potable water service ®
connections and a population @0. Reported to use a local public ageray the sole source of supply
(SWRCB 2021a)

1d.2-2-6 HageMutual Water Company

Hager MWC (public water system 4200940) is a state smaér system! with less than 15 service

connections and a population of less than 25.

1d.22-7 Central Coast Water Authority

The Central Coast Water Authority (CCWblic water systerd21003Qis awholesale supplier of urban

water for thirteen(13)water agenées in Santa Barbara Courf§CWA, 2021a). CCW&la public entity
organized under a joint exercise of powers agreement dated August 1, 1991, by the cities and special
districts responsible for the creation and maintenance of water resources in portidhe dforth County,

Santa Ynez Valley, and the South Coast areas of Santa Barbara Cher@CWABoard of Directors
includeswo SYRVGB GSA member agencies: City of Buellton [2d48@dte, andGanta YnezifRer Water
Conservation Districtmprovement Dstrict #1 (EMA GSA member agendygs a7.64%vote (CCWA
2021a)

21 California Health and Safety Code Section 116275.
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CCWA owns and operates a water treatment plant and pipeline that delivers yatearily from the
State Water Project (SWR) project participants in Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispoiesuiithe
distribution system consists of an approximate 480e-long pipeline (Coastal Branch Pipeline), treated
water tanks at the water treatment plant, three interim storage facilities, one energy dissipation facility,
nine turnouts, four isolation vak facilities, a chloramines removal and water pumping facility, and the
Lake Cachuma inlet monitoring facility (CCWA Bp2Hajor reservoirs and pipelines are shownFogure
1d.2-3, Water Agencies and Infrastructuie. 2020, CCWA delivered 12,175 afzet to its clients out of

a possible 43,886 actfeet of water (CCWA 2021a).

¢CKS /AGe 2F . dStfdhdz2yQa FdAf tt20F0A2y 2F {2t g0
enhance the reliability of SWP water during shortages (CCWA 20203c#h fear 2020/21, the City
requested 399 AF of SWP water (CCWA 202@® Hydrogeologic Conceptual Mo@dICM)(Section 2a.3)

includes time series graphs of CCWA imports to the Santa Ynez Rivearixhenajor water quality

1d.2-2-8 Santa Ynez River Water Conaton District

The Santa Ynez River Water Conservation Dig8\RWCas established by the Santa Barbara County
.2FNR 2F {dzZLISNBAA2NE Ay hOG20SNI 2F mdpodg F2N 0KS L
FYR FdzZ3YSyld GKS Bedia aNéndn@entally tespénblble ardainikid for residential,

F ANA Odzf GdzNF £ | yR O2YYSNOAIFE dzaSadé o6{,w2/5 HAHMD
organized under CWC Sections 7406601.

The SYRWCD encompasses approximately 180,000 acres $diritee Ynez River watershed from Lake
Cachuma to where thBiver discharges into the Pacific Ocean at Bedch(Stetson 2021). The SYRWCD
receives its operating budget from ad valorem property taxes and charges levied on the production of
groundwater fran waterproducing facilities within the SYRWCD boundary (Stetson 2021). The SYRWCD
works with public agencies and landowners to maintain a balance of water resource allocations for all
beneficial uses and users of water in the Basin. The SYRWCD doesvagbatable watey including

within the CMA
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1d.22-9 Santa Barbara County Water Agency

The Santa Barbara County Water Age(@BCWAIp a special district thawas established by the State

Legislature in 1945 to control and conserve storm, flood, and other suwaters for beneficial use and

to enter into contracts for water supphAs of February 1994, th@BCWAalong with the Santa Barbara

County Flood Control and Water Conservation District (SBCFCWCD) special district are organized under

the Water Resources iision of the Public Works Departmesftthe County of Santa BarbaiBheSBCWA

LINBLI NBa Ay@Saidadardizya FyR NBLER2NIa 2y GKS [/ 2dz/i
efficient use of water, and other wateupplyrelated technical studies, and mages a number of
Countywide programs, including the Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM) Program, the

Regional Water Efficiency Program, and the winter cloud seeding program.

The Water Resources Divisiasso administers the Cachuma Project an@ thwitchell Dam Project
contracts with Reclamation, holds the SWP water contfagith DWR, and participates in some of the

/| 2dzy @04 D{! &

22 SBCFCWCD holds the contaddWikhfor delivery of State Water Project (SWP) water. DWR (2021). Management of
the California State Water Project.
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1d.3 WELLDENSITY

The SYRWCD maintains a registry of all wateducing facilities within its jurisdiction. Properxyners
must register any new wateeroducing facility within 30 days or be guilty of a misdemeanor (CWC Section
75640). Table 1d:2 is a count of wells and the average density for each of the CMA sub&igaee
1d.3-1 shows the density distribution bygaare mile (section) for wells for agricultural uségure 1d.22

shows the same for domestic wells, drigure 1d.33 shows the same for municipal wells.

Table 1d.31
Well Density by Water Use for CMA Subareas

Agriculture Domestic Municipal

CMA Subarea Well | Average perl Well | Average pe|] Well | Average pe
Count Sg. Mile Count Sg. Mile Count Sg. Mile

Buellton Upland 48 2.16 55 2.48 - -
Santa Ynez River Alluvium 82 7.74 66 6.23 4 0.38
Total 130 3.96 121 3.69 4 0.12

SourceSanta Ynez River Valley Water Conservation District
Subarea strictlpased on geographic extents in thistatdquifenwvells are drawing fréity of Buellton has 1 well pumping f
the Buellton Aquifer and 3 wells pumping from the Sawnéa XhewzilRn.
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1d.4 WATEHRESOURCIMONITORINGNDMANAGEMENPROGRAMS

1d.41 Water Resources Monitoring

Water resource monitoringncluding groundwater elevation monitoring, water quality, groundwater
extraction, and strem flow and precipitation monitoring are introduced in this section. Additional
information is provided in additional section§this GSP, primarily the Groundwater Conditions (Section

2b) and the Monitoring Network (Section 3a) and Sustainable Manage@réetia (Section 3b).

1d.41-1 Groundwater Elevation

Three groundwater elevation monitoring programs were identified in the CMA. Groundwater elevation
or level data was used in the Groundwater Conditions (Section 2b), Monitoring Network (3a), and

Sustainable Managnent Criteria (Section 3b).

Water level data is collectecemi-annually by theSBCW/Aat several wells throughout the CMA. This
program formerly was run by the United States Geologic Suiy&GS)The United States Bureau of
Reclamation collects monthlya@undwater levels for wells within the alluvium of the Santa Ynez River as
part of information operations of the Lake Cachuma ReserVbieCityalso collects groundwater levels

for their own well network on a monthly basis.

1d.4-1-2 GroundwaterQuality

Two sourcs of groundwater quality data were identified in the CMA. Groundwater quality data was used
in the Groundwater Conditions (Section 2b), Monitoring Network (3a), and Sustainable Management

Criteria (Section 3b).

The public water systenwithin the CMAreport water qualitydatafor public water sources including wells
to the Division of Drinking Water for compliance with the Safe Drinking Water Act. The data is collected

by individual public water systems including BB IAGSA membeagency City of Buellton.
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The Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program (ILRP) is a program of the State Water Resource Control Board
that applies to commercial crop or pasture lands. Commercial farmers are required to submit the results

of water quality testing in order to receive openrag permits.

1d.4-1-3 GroundwaterExtraction

Three sources of groundwater extraction data were identified for the CMA. Groundwater extraction data

was used in developing the Water Budget (Section 2ctlamdroundwater model.

The SYRWCD, in its role of managind conservinggroundwateras a Water Conservation District
collects reported production data for all wells within its jurisdiction on a samniual basis and assesses a
groundwater charge based on reported productidfot all wells are metered and produecti may be

estimated bywater use factors that includerop type and acreagéousehold size, and livestock numhers
The GSA member agen@ity of Buellton, monitors the daily pumping volume by well.

An additional source of groundwater pumping informatioha 52 wQa 2 FGSNJ ' &S I yR
which conducts a yearly survey of public water agencies used in updating the California Watér Plan
(DWR, 201® These Public Water Systems Statistics Sargegerallyprovide monthly totals of water use

by publicwater agency.

1d.41-4 Streamflow Monitoring

Streamflow monitoring is conducted by the USGS. Locations and volumes of current and historical

monitoring are shown in the Groundwater ConditioRrsglre2b.6-1).

1d.4-1-5 PrecipitationMonitoring

There are three identified sooes of precipitation monitoring within the area of the CMA. Precipitation

data is discussed in more detail in the Hydrogeologic Conceptual Model (Section 2a).

23 Previous version of this were published as DWR Bulletin 160.
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County of Santa Barbara operates a series of weather stations throughout Santa Barbara Ctudihginc

within the CMA National Oceanic and Atmospheric AdministratidOAA)perates a single station at

Lompoc¢ KS / Ff AF2NY AL LNNARIIFIGA2Y al yFraASYSyd LYF2NXNIGA
Efficiency Branchperates thed [ 2 Y LJ2 O ¢ G } vy Rsyatblist y

1d.42 Management Plans

1d.42-1 Central Coast Water Authority Urban Water Managerféam

Central Coast Water AuthoritCCWAwater supply management is outlined iits 2020 Urban Water
Management Plan{WMB (CCWA 2021). As a wholesale supplier baorwater, CCWA is required to
prepareurbanwater management plans on aygar cycle®* Past CCWA UWMP wepeeparedin 2005,
2010, and 2016. CCWA suppliegteen (13) water agencies in Santa Barbara Couragd theCCWA
UWMPfollows this regional watesupply perspectivdJWMPdescribe existing and planned water supply
sources, identify human and/or environmental threats to water reliability, outline how stzedated
water conservation targetwill be met?® establish water shortage contingency plansgassess whether
their existing and future water supplies will be sufficient over ay8@r planning horizon. Projections of
growth and land use in the service area along with drought scenarios are incorporated in tHeriong

water supply assessment.

1d.42-2 Buellton Uplands Groundwater Basin Management Plan

In 1992, the State Legislature provided an opportunity for local groundwater management with the
passage of AB 3030, the Groundwater Management B¢¢CSection 10750 et. seq. Part 2.75). Many
basins developd groundwater management plans (GWMRs) provide planned and coordinated
monitoring, operation, and administration of groundwater basins with the goal ofteng groundwater
resource sustainability. The Groundwater Management Act was first introducg@d2 as AB 3030, and

has since been modified by SB 1938 in 2002 and AB 359 in 2011. These significant pieces of legislation

24 Per CWC 10617, an urban water supaherarseipplier, either publicly or privately owned, providing water for municipal
purposes either directly or indirectly, to more than 3,000 customers or supplying more than 3,000 AFY of water.

25 The Water Conservation Act of 2009-{3Be{ires thiie state reduce urban water consumption by 20% by the year
2020, as measured in gallons per capita per day.
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establish, among othethings, specific procedures on how GWMPs are to be developed and adopted by

local agencies.

The City of Bellton andSYRWCHBtarted the GWMP process under AB 3030 in 18®¥RWCBnd City of

Buellton 1995). The GWMP was prepared for the Buellton Uglanid A OK & Ay Of dzZRSa G KS I N
Santa Ynez River that extends eastward from the Santa Rita Uplandst®aise east of the City of

. dzStfthi2y®é ¢KS D2at LINROARSR I NBOASE 2F OdNNBY
overall groundwater management goal and basin management objectives, described existing and an
expanded monitoring program, andentified conservation action$SYRWCBnd City of Buellton 1995)

As of January 1, 2015, new or updated GWMPs cannot be adopted in medium and high priority basins;
therefore, the1995GWMP will be superseded by this GSP.

1d.42-3 Santa Barbara County Integratezp®nal Water Management Plan

The Santa Barbara County Integrated Regional Water Manage(tRWM) Program began in 2005
following the passage of Proposition 50, the Water Security, Clean Drinking Water, Coastal and Beach
Protection Act o2002. Chapter 8f Proposition 50 authorized the legislature to appropriate $500 million

for IRWM planning, the intent of which was to encourage agencies to develop plans using regional water
management strategies for water resources and to develop projects using thedkl IRrategies to

protect communities from drought, protect and improve water quality, and improve local water security
by reducing dependence on imported water. The Santa Barbara County IRWM developed and then
adopted its first IRWM plan in 2007, and und@oposition 50 received $25 million for 14 countywide
projects.The County IRWMrogramdeveloped and then adopted its first IRWM plan in 2007, and under
Proposition 50 received $25 million for 14 countywide projects. The County IRWMvBtaopdated

under the Proposition 84 Guidelines in 2013, and received 5.7 million for 13 countywide projects.

Disadvantaged communitig®©AG)in the CMA are discussed in Section 1t.& 2018, the region was
awarded almost $900,000 in direct funds to DACs, and thiomegpplied for further implementation
funds (up to $6.3 million) in spring 2019.

In July 2019, another update to the IRWM Plan was prepared to ensure that the County remains eligible

for funding under the Proposition 1 Guidelines (County of Santa Ba?0d:2a). The Proposition 1 IRWM
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Grant Program provides funding for projects that help meet the {mmm water needs of the state,
including the need to decrease reliance on imported water sources, increase infrastructure resilience to
the impacts of clima change, and locally manage and prioritize watershed resources and water
infrastructure projects. This 2019 Update focused on improving the previous IRWM Plan and
incorporating the outcome of the SGMA and the formation of groundwater sustainability a&genci
(County of Santa Barbara 2019a). The IRWM Plan region encompasses all of Santa Barbai&@tvinty.
grants are discussed in Section 5c¢ as potential funding for GSP implementation and proposed project and

management actions.

1d.4-2-4 Storm Water andewer Systerlanagemen®lars

In 2005, he City of Buellton (Cityxreated aStorm Water Management Prograta ensure that water
quality from stormwater and storm events does not act of a source of pollution to nearby water bodies
(City of Buellton 2005)n 2018 the Gunty produced aCountyWide Integrated Stormwater Resource
Planwhich identified and evaluatedvater quality priorities for each watershed based on waterbodies
with current water quality regulatory actioresnd the pollutant generating activities in eachatershed
(Geosynte@018).

Additionally,the City alsgrepareda Sewer System Management Ptarproperly manage, operate, and
maintain all parts of the sanitary sewer system émluce and prevent sanitary sewer overflog@Gty of

Buellton 2020b).
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1d.5 REGULATOFBROGRAMS

1d.51 PorterColognéVater Quality Control Act and Clean Water Act Permitting

The PorterCologne Water Quality Control Act of 1969 (Pef@&iogne Act; codified @WCSection 13000

et seq.) is the prim@y state water quality control law for California. Whereas the federal Clean Water Act
applies to all waters of the United States, the Poi@alogne Act applies to waters of the state, which
includes isolated wetlands and groundwater in addition to fetlevaters. The Porte€ologne Act is
implemented by the California State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) and the nine Regional
Water Quality Control Boards (RWQCBS). In addition to other regulatory responsibilities, the RWQCBs
have the authority to coduct, order, and oversee investigation and cleanup where discharges or
threatened discharges of waste to waters of the state could cause pollution or nuisance, including impacts
to public health and the environment. The Santa Ynez River Valley Ground®eaie(Basin or SYRVGB)

is located in the southern part of the Central Coast Region (RWQCB Region 3) and within the Santa Ynez
Hydrologic Unitpased onthe RWQCB Water Quality Control Plan for the Central Coastal Basin (Central
Coast Basin Plan; RWQCB20 These statutes are relevant to the GSP in that they regulate the quality

of point-source discharges (e.g., wastewater treatment plant effluent, industrial discharges, asitton
wastewater treatment systems (OWTSs) and-point source discharges (g, stormwater runoff) to the

underlying aquifer.

The Central Coast Basin Plan designates beneficial uses, establishes water quality objectives, and contains
implementation programs and policies to achieve those objectives for all waters addressed thineugh
Central Coast Basin Pla&eMy/CSections 1324€13247). The Porte€ologne Act provides the RWQCBSs with
authority to include in their Basin Plans water discharge prohibitions applicable to particular conditions,
areas, or types of waste. The Central G&ssin Plan is continually being updated to include amendments
related to implementation of total maximum daily loads, revisions of programs and policies within the
RWQCB Central Coast Region, and changes to beneficial use designations and associatpchlitate
objectives. The beneficial uses for groundwater are identified in the Central Coast Basin Plan as being
suitable for agricultural water supply, municipal and domestic water supply, and industrial use (RWQCB

2019). Unlike beneficial uses of sudagater (which vary based on individual surface water), the RWQCB
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designates the same beneficial uses for all Bd¥gBignated groundwater basins throughout the Central

Coast Region.

The Central Coast Basin Plan defines water quality objectives for groterdyeserally (for taste, odors,

and radioactivityand forspecific beneficial uses (i.e., municipal/domestic supply and agricultural supply).
The water quality objectives for municipal/domestic supply are the same as primary drinking water
standards (i.e maximum contaminant levels) found in Title 22 of the California Code of Regulations. For
agricultural uses of groundwater, the Central Coast Basin Plan provides water quality objectives consisting
of maximum concentrations for various inorganic chensidahcluding certain metals and nitrate) and
guidelines for various physical and general mineral properfiablés 3L and 32 in RWQCB 2039The

Central Coast Basin Plan defines additional objectives for select constituents specific to certain
groundwatr basins, including th8YRVGE&RWQCB 20)9Table 1d.51 provides the median groundwater

objectives for the Basin as defined in the Central CoashBdan.

Table 1d.51
Median Groundwater Objectives for the Santa Ynez RiValley Groundwater Basin
SubArea TDS Chloride Sulfate Boron Sodium Total
Nitrogen
Santa Ynez 600 50 10 0.5 20 1
Santa Rita 1,500 150 700 0.5 100 1
Lompoc Plain 1,250 250 500 0.5 250 2
Lompoc Upland 600 150 100 0.5 100 2
Lompoc Terrace 750 210 100 0.3 130 1

SourceRWQCB 2019.

Notes All values in milligrams per liter (mg/L); TDS = total dissouddrgsliaisd boundaries of Santa Rita and Santa-afees sub
extents are not rigorously defiaetia Ynez likely means Solvang and easB@&ARita likely applies to the Santa Rita Upland (WMA)
and Buellton Upland (CMA).

It should be noted that the Central Coast Basin Plan addresses inland waters, coastal waters (enclosed
bays, estuaries, and coastal lagoons), and groundwater, wherea&/gter Quality Control Plan for Ocean
Waters of California (Ocean Plan; SWRCB 2019) establishes beneficial uses and water quality objectives
for waters of the Pacific Ocean. Also, the Ocean Plan prescribes effluent quality requirements and
management priniples for waste discharges and specifies certain waste discharge prohibitions. The

Ocean Plan also provides that the SWRCB shall designate Areas of Special Biological Significance and
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requires wastes to be discharged a sufficient distance from these &resssure maintenance of natural

water quality conditions (SWRCB 2019). The Vandenberg State Marine Reserve, established by the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife in September 2007, is an approximately 32.9 square mile
Marine Protected Area adjaneto the Basin that extends just beyond Rocky Point to the south, to near
Purisima Point to the north, and up to approximately 3.75 miles offshore from the mean high tide line
(CDFW 2016). The recreational and/or commercial take of all marine resoumeiisited within the
Vandenberg State Marine Reserve. There are no Areas of Special Biological Significance, as identified by

the SWRCB, in or adjacent to the Basin.

The Porte/ 2f 23y S | OG NBIldZANBa | awSLR2 NI 2 F(ligaid; solidS 5A &2 OF
or otherwise) to land or surface waters that may impair a beneficial use of surface or groundwater of the

state. CWCSection 13260(a) requires that any person discharging waste or proposing to discharge
waster other than to a community sewesystent that could affect the quality of the waters of the state

file a Report of Waste Discharge with the applicable RWQCB. For discharges directly to surface water
(waters of the United States), a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NfeD&®)is

required, which is issued under both state and federal. leav other types of discharges, such as waste
discharges to land (e.g., spoils disposal and storage), erosion from soil disturbance, or discharges to waters

of the state (such as groundia and isolated wetlands), Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) are
required and are issued exclusively under state law. WDRs typically require many of the same best

management practices (BMPs) and pollution control technologies as required by WBMDMES permits.

The NPDES and WDR programs regulate construction, municipal, and industrial stormwater and non
stormwater discharges under the requirements of the Clean Water Act of 1972 and the-Boltgne

Act, respectively. The construction and industsrmwater programs are administered by the SWRCB,
whereas individual WDRs, |lathreat waivers, and other Basspecific programs are administered by the
Central Coast RWQCB. Programs and policies that have particular relevance to the Basin include the

following:

1. Stormwater General Permit§Construction and Industrial General Permits). SWRCB and the
Central Coast RWQCB administer a number of general permits that are intended to regulate

activities that collectively represent similar threats to water lijftyaacross the state and thus can
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appropriately be held to similar water quality standards and pollution prevention BMPs.
Construction projects more thaone-acre in size are regulated under the statewide Construction
General Permit and are required toddop and implement a stormwater pollution prevention
plan. Similarly, industrial sites are also required to develop a stormwater pollution prevention
plan that identifies and implements BMPs necessary to address all actual and potential pollutants
of con@rn. There are currently 16 entities within the Basin subject to an industrial stormwater
pollution prevention plan based on a review of industrial storm water reports submitted to the
SWRCB (SWRCB 2021b). T{#zgef the 16 entities are located in the GMThese entitiegclude

Lucas and Lewellen Winery, HSS Recycling Center, and Mission Ready Mix (SWRCB 2021b).

2. lrrigated Lands Regulatory ProgranWater discharges from agricultural operations include
irrigation runoff, flows from tile drains, irrigath return flows, and stormwater runoff. These
discharges can affect water quality by transporting pollutants, including pesticides, sediment,
nutrients, salts (including selenium and boron), pathogens, and heavy metals, from cultivated
fields into surfacavaters and/or groundwater. To prevent agricultural discharges from impairing
the waters that receive these discharges, the Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program (ILRP) regulates
discharges from irrigated agricultural landegulation by ILRP is accomplishgdssuing WDRs
or conditional waivers of WDRs to growers. These orders contain conditions requiring water
guality monitoring of receiving waters and corrective actions when impairments are found.
Through a series of events related to the passage of SBA38€rt), the ILRP originated in 2003.
Initially, the ILRP was developed for the Central Valley RWQCB. As the Central Valley RWQCB ILRP
progressed, a groundwater quality element was added to the filing requirement for agricultural
lands that had previouglbeen subjected to only surface water discharge concerns. To date, the
different RWQCBSs are in different stages of implementing the ILRP. The Central Coast RWQCB has
a conditional waiver program for irrigated agricultural lands throughout the regionsfoguwon
priority water quality issues such as pesticides and toxicity, nutrients, and sedimesp&cially
nitrate impacts to drinking water sources. There are a number of enrollees to the program within

the Basin (SWRCB 2021c).

3. On-site Wastewater Treatment Systems Requirements Requirements for the siting, design,

operation, maintenance, and management ofsite wastewater treatment systems (OWTS) are

GROUNDWATERSUSTAINABILITYPLAN IPage 1d-26



PN /‘ A SECTIONI1D

PLAN AREA 2021

ALISOATASR Ay GKS {2w/.Q&a h2¢{ t2fA0e o6{2w/.
implementationprogram with requirements based upon levels (tiers) of potential threat to water

quality. The OWTS policy includes a conditional waiver fegitensystems that comply with the

policy. Since 1991, esite sewage disposal systemstire County have been regated by the

County Public Health Department, Environmental Health Services Division. Santa Barbara County
regulations for orsite sewage disposal systems are contained in Article I, Chapter 18C of the
County Code, which was most recently updated in 20ltese regulations set forth specific
requirements related to (1) permitting and inspection of-gite systems; (2) septic tank design

and construction; (3) drywell and disposal field requirements; and (4) servicing, inspection,
reporting, and upgrade rediements. Standards pertaining to system sizing and construction are
contained in the California (Uniform) Plumbing Code. Additional requirements fsit@sewage

disposal systems ithe County are adopted as part of community plans or as pregpecifc

mitigation measures or conditions applied to development proposals lying within a designated
G{LISOAILf tNRBOfSY I NBIF¢ 2F (KS [/ 2hdzfydézpli 8RS [ BY
Agency Management Program, developed by Environmental Health Serviites lowsal

stakeholders, on November 20, 2015, and it became fully effective January 1, 2016

4. Individual Waste DischargeRequirements. Individual Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) are
required for point source discharges to land not otherwise coveraedeu a general permit
program or conditional waiver. The purpose of individual WDRs is to define discharge
prohibitions, effluent limitations, and other water quality criteria necessary to ensure discharges
do not result in exceedances of Central CoastrBakan objectives for receiving waters, including
groundwater. There are 74 individual active WDRs in the Basin, 21 of which are located within the
CMA. Of the 21 active WDRs in the CMA, 19 are associated with private agricultural operations
(e.g., vineyeds) and two are issued to wastewater treatment facilities (SWRCB 2021c). The two
wastewater treatment facilities arthe City of Buellton Wastewater Treatment Plant (WDR Order
No. 99134) and Solvang Wastewater Treatment Plant (WDR Order N2OGR069) (SWRCB
2021c). These facilities are subject to a monitoring and reporting program which requires regular
sampling of influent, effluent and receiving waters to verify that the facilities are meeting

applicable water quality standards (e.g., the Ocean PIRequired submittals under the WDR
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permits include a variety of monitoring, inspection, and technical reports that are submitted
monthly and annually to the Central Coast RWQ@@HBrequirements for reporting and rectifying

emergency/unplanned dischargés.g., sanitary sewer overflows).

Implementation ofthis CMAGSP would not affect the applicability or implementation of the regulatory
programs discussedbove. Continuedmplementation of PorteiCologne Act and the Clean Water Act
permitingwouldadva®S (G KS D{t Q& adzadl AylroAtAGe 3IF21fa NBtIGS
development and redevelopment projects proposed within the Basin to comply with NPDES permits,
WDRs, and OWTS requirements as part of its permitting and approval probese frograms will

continue to provide benefits to water quality by requiring both point andpaimt discharges to comply

with Central Coast Basin Plan water quality objectives and to be protective of Central Coast Basin Plan
beneficial uses throughouttba ! Q& LJX ' yYAYy3d YR AYLI SYSyidldGdAzy K2NA
stormwater permits means specific performance standards for capture and infiltration of stormwater

runoff would be implemented where applicable, providing opportunities for enhameetlarge of the

Basin.

1d.5-1-1 Beneficial Uses and Users

The beneficial uses for groundwater identified in the Central Coast Basin Plan include municipal and
domestic supply (MUN), agricultural supply (AGR), industrial process supply (PROC), and industrial servic
supply (IND) (RWQCB 2019). The beneficial uses and users@MiaBlan Area include, but are not
limited to, the following: (1) holders of overlying groundwater rights; if@)nicipal] domesticand
agricultural well operators; (3) public water system$4) local land use planning agencies; (5)
environmental users of groundwater; (6) surface water users; (7) federal government; (8) disadvantaged
communities; and (9) entities listed in SGNIBWCSection 1092)that are monitoring groundwater
elevations inall or part of the CMA managed by the GSA. Of the beneficial uses and users listed, the
municipal and agricultural sectors are the primary groundwater users inCikié\ Plan Area. Private

groundwater well owners who extract less than 2 AFY are considergdrilis users under SGMA.

% CWC Section 10721(e) fiDe minimis extract-feetdarlesseans a |
per year.
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1d.52 Groundwater Well Permitting

Statewide standards for the construction, repair, reconstruction, or destruction of wells are found in DWR
Bulletin 7481 and 7490 (i.e., California Well Standards) (DWR 1981 and 1991). The Calideti
Standards include requirements to avoid sources of contamination or-cargsmination, proper sealing

of the upper annular space (i.e., first 50 feet), disinfection of the well following construction work, use of
appropriate casing material, andter requirements. In October 2017, Governor Brown signed SB 252,
which became effective on January 1, 2018. SB 252 requires well permit applicants in critically overdrafted
basins to include information about the proposed well, such as location, depthpamping capacity.

The bill also requires the permitting agency to make the information easily accessible to the public and
the GSAs. ThEMABasin is not designated as critically overdraftBdVR 2016)

The Santa Barbara County Environmental Health @&gvssues groundwater well permits in the Basin.

The Santa Barbara County Environmental Health Services notifies water agencies in the Basin of newly
permitted wells in the BasinWell owners within the boundaries of the Santa Ynez River Water
Conservatio District must register their new and existing wells regardless of whether the well is

operational or not.

1d.53 Title 22 Drinking Water Program

The SWRCB Division of Drinking Water (DDW) regulates public water systems in the state to ensure the
delivery of sad drinking water to the public. A public water system is defined as a system for the provision
of water for human consumption through pipes or other constructed conveyances that has 15 or more
service connections or regularly serves at least 25 individizlg at least 60 days out of the year. All six
water companies in th€MAPIlan Area are classified as public water systems (SWRCB 2021a). Private
domestic wells, wells associated with drinking water systems with less than 15 residential service
connectians, industrial wells, and irrigation wells are not regulated by DDW. Siagtel and multiple
parcel/state small water systems are regulated by tGeunty DDW enforces the monitoring
requirements established in Title 22 of the California Code of Régud(CCRjor public water system

wells, and all the data collected must be reported to DDW. Title 22 also desighatematkienum

contaminant levels MCL3 for various waterborne contaminants, including volatile organic compounds,
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non-volatile synthetic oganic compounds, inorganic chemicals, radionuclides, disinfection byproducts,
general physical constituents, and other parameters. Water quality compliance monitoring of all source
water is required every 12 to 108 months (1 to 6 years) depending orotisituent. For example, nitrate

as nitrogen shall be tested for every 12 months, whereas gross alpha (radiological) is required to be tested
for every 108 months. Additionally, public water systems are required to submit annual consumer
confidence reportsthat detail the water quality testing results. Similarly, t®unty enforces the
monitoring requirement established in Title 22 for singkrcel and multipleparcel/state small water
systems. Small water systems are required to complete water sourttbane quality testing as part of

the permit application process, and water quality testing at regular defined intervals upon receipt of an

approved permit.

1d.54 Water Supply Planning and Water Use Efficiency

Over the years, California has passed a series mdt&aills(SB) including SB X7, SB 610, SB 221, SB
1262, and most recently SB 606, that together outline the regulatory framework for water conservation
and water supply planning, and for considering issues of water availability in the environmedtal an
permitting process for land use plans, projects, and subdivisions. These bills have been codified in the
CWCSections 10608L0609.42, which establish water use and demand reduction targets; Sections
1061@10657, which address UWMPs; and Sections 180914, which address water supply
assessmentgndCalifornia Government Code Section 66473.7 (part of the Subdivision Map Act of 1893),
GKAOK O2yiGlAya NBIAdANBYSyia NBENUSKR i80S NEGOY/ DS
laws, alomy with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) of 1970, prompt cities, counties, special
districts, and water suppliers to evaluate growth in a broader geographic and temporal context, by
coordinating land use planning with water availability andtainability. SB 1262, which became effective

in 2017, made changes to existing law to integrate to some extent existing law governing written
verifications and water supply assessments with the passage of SGMA. The sections of the California
Water Code(CWC)addressing water supply now contain several provisions relating specifically to
groundwater, which if used wholly or in part to supply a project or subdivision, triggers additional
analytical steps that could expand the necessary scope of a CEQAatucwater supply assessment,
and/or written verification, as applicable. SB 1262 added language in the subdivision map act clarifying

additional considerations when part or all of the water supply comes from groundwater, especially in
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adjudicated basinsbasins in critical overdraft, and/or basins designated as high or medium priority
pursuant to SGMA. In addition to incorporating information from UWMPs, water supply assessments may

incorporate relevant information from GSPs prepared pursuant to SGMA.

AB 568 and SB 606, passed in May 2018, would require the SWRCB, in coordination with DWR, to adopt
longterm standards for the efficient use of water, as provided, and performance measures for
commercial, industrial, and institutional water use on or befonaeel 30, 2022. The bill, among other
things, establishes a standard for indoor water use of 55 gallons per capita daily to be reached by 2025,
52.5 gallons per capita daily beginning in 2025, decreasing to 50 gallons per capita daily beginning in 2030,
or as determined jointly by DWR and SWRCB in accordance with necessary studies and investigations.
DWR will also adopt loagrm standards for outdoor residential water use and outdoor irrigation in
connection with commercial, industrial, and institutional watse. With the 20% by 2020 conservation

goal pursued in the Water Conservation Act of 2009, these bills extend UWMP requirements, but will
measure compliance with uniform standards based on the aggregate amount of water that would have
been delivered theprevious year by an urban retail water supplier if all that water had been used
STFAOASYGfe ONYGKSNI KIFIy NBftFGAGS G2 | 61 GSNI RAA
available to allow for exceptions in special circumstances approyeBDWR. AB 1668 continues the
requirements for urban water suppliers to submit UWMPSs every 5 years (though in years ending in 6 and
1 instead of 0 and 5), and makes water suppliers ineligible for any water grant or loan if it does not submit

a UWMP. The Bd also add requirements for agricultural water management.

1d.55 Operational Flexibility and Conjunctive Management Considerations

Operational flexibility is a key consideration in integrated water resource management because it helps
water purveyors adapt to hown legal, operational, and environmental constraints and plan for an
uncertain future, especially as it relates to drought resiliency and the effects of climate change.
Operational flexibility can be measured over a given time horizon and/or geogragdie (®.9., water
district service area) as the difference between available water supply and service area demand.
Operational flexibility is maximized when a water purveyor has a large variety of sources in a water supply
portfolio, when it has local condl over such sources, and when such sources are connected to each other

(e.g., conjunctively managed). On a general statewide scale, water purveyors are increasingly looking to

GROUNDWATERSUSTAINABILITYPLAN IPage 1d-31



PN /‘ A SECTIONI1D

PLAN AREA 2021

minimize reliance on imported water supplies by promoting stormwater rechargeximizing

wastewater recycling, and sustainably developing local sources of water.

Water purveyors in th&€MAPlan Area rely primarily on groundwater. T@&y of Buelltonis the only

water agency in the Plan Area that receives SWP water. Because ddighéicant reliance on
groundwater, it is of utmost importance that local groundwater is sustainably managed. With the passage
of SGMA and the sustainable management criteria established in this GSP (Chapter 3), once adopted,
minimum thresholds and measainle objectives may be established for each sustainability indicator to
avoid undesirable results and mitigate potential effects to beneficial uses and users of groundwater in the

Basin.

1d.5-6 Water Rights Agreements and Environmental Regulations

State water rifpts and environmental regulations, to a large extent, control the operations of Cachuma
ReservoiLake Cachumajhe flow in the Santa Ynez River belBwadburyDam, and storage of water
within the Santa Ynez Alluvial Subarea. Bradbury Dam, which impouatds on the Santa Ynez River
forming Lake Cachuma, was constructed by the U.S. Bureau of ReclalfiR¢idamationjn 1953 to
provide a reliable water source f@achuma Projediember Units including Santa Ynez River Water
Conservation Districtmprovenent District No.1, Goleta Water District, the City of Santa Barbara,
Montecito Water District, and Carpinteria Valley Water District. In addition, water from Lake Cachuma is
released to satisfy downstream users on the lower Santa Ynez River with setéorrights to surface
water and to recharge the Santa Ynez River Valley Groundwater [Basim or SYRVGReleases from

Lake Cachuma are governed by two water accounts, the Above Narrows Account and Below Narrows
Account, which accrue credits (adfieet of water) that can be used to provide water to downstream users.
Releases from the Above Narrows Account are made to benefit downstream water users between
Bradbury Dam and the Lompblarrows. Releasdsom the Below Narrows Account are conveyed to the

Narows for the benefit of water users in the Lompoc Plain subarea (Stetson 2021).

Reclamation currently owns and operates Bradbury Dam in accordance with permits and water rights
orders issued by the SWRCB. In 1958, water rights Permits 11308 and 1131ifswedeto Reclamation

to store water from the Santa Ynez River. The permits were later modified in years following through a
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series of hearings and revised orders (Orders WRB778nd WR 849.8) to address the volume and timing

of water releases from Lak€achuma to satisfy downstream water rights. In 1987, the California
Sportfishing Protection Alliance filed a complaint with the SWRCB against Reclamation alleging Cachuma
Project operations were adversely impacting federally listed endangered anadromeelfesid trout
(Oncorhynchus mykis®. mykissin the lower Santa Ynez River. In response to the allegation and as
required by SWRCB WR-94Reclamation prepared, with direction from SWRCB as lead agency under
CEQA, a draft Environmental Impact ReporRjBhat evaluated measures needed to protect the
steelhead fisheryThe National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) simultaneously completed a Biological
Opinion (NMFS 2000) pursuant to Section 7 of the Federal Endangered Species Act of 1973 for the
Reclamag y Q&4 2LISN} GA2Yy YR YI AyidSyhe $WREB glased BFnRIEIRNE 5 |
(SWRCB 2011), asdbsequentlycertified the final EIR. The SWRCB subsequently idAR@0190148

based on the findings of the final EIR which requires Reclamatipnotade higher flows in the lower

Santa Ynez River during above normal and wet water years, and to provide flows equivalent to those
required under the Biological Opinion in all other water year types. In addifii20190148 requires
Reclamation to stugithe feasibility of additional measures that may be necessary to restore the steelhead
fishery to good condition, including fish passage around Bradbury Dam and habitat restoration in the
upper Santa Ynez River and its tributaries where the majoritysbbricalspawning and rearing habitat

exist. WR20190148 is the latest water rights order issued to Reclamation. Studies that may result in

additional amendments to the original water rights permits are ongoing.

GROUNDWATERSUSTAINABILITYPLAN IPage 1d-33



A SECTIONI1D
C’M - PLAN AREA 2021

(Page Intentionally Left Blank)

GROUNDWATERSUSTAINABILITYPLAN IPage 1d-34



PN /‘ A SECTIONI1D

PLAN AREA 2021

1d.6 LANDUSECONSIDERATIONS

The following section presents a review of populatitataand land use characteristifsr the CMAPlan
Area,includingthe various land use plans and their applicability to groundwater resource management.

State law requires tht all cities and counties adopt a comprehensive, {@rgn general plan that outlines

physical developmentor i KS O2dzyié 2NJ OAGeéd ¢KS 3ISYSNrf LIy O
planning area so that it can adequately address the broad randesoés associated with the city or
O2dzyieQa RS@St2LIVSyido !ftdAYIGSter GKS 3ISYSNIt LI
embodies public policy relative to the distribution of future public and private land uses. The general plan

may be adoptd as a single document or as a group of documents relating to subjects or geographic

segments of the planning area.

Most of the planning documents relevant to ti&VIAPlan Area fall under the umbrella of the Santa

Barbara County Comprehensive Plan (Coripsey a A @S t f I yo X 6KAOK A& | daf A
YIEye LI NIGa dKFd NS LISNAZ2ZRAOFff& dzZRFGSR o0& GKS [
core structure of the document is to have broad countywide land use policieatbaéfined in varous

community plans the local setting, policy issues, and community concerns are taken into account
through a public participation process. All elements of a general plan, whether mandatory or optional

including community plan principles, goals, objectivpolicies, and plan proposalsnust be internally

consistent with each other and all elements have equal legal status (i.e., no element is legally subordinate

to another).

The development and implementation this GSP is relevant to several general giad community plan
elements becauseachcontain policies and implementation actions that are intended to be protective of
water resources. All applicable land use plans acknowledge the major constraints on growth that the lack
of water availabilityprese/ (i & ® ¢ K Sgenkral gighd Brdadly encourage water conservation, and
prohibit development, such as tentative map and subdivision approvals, unless the availability of water
can be demonstrated Several plan elements intersect, including the Consammattlement, the
Environmental Resource Management Element, and the Groundwater Resources Element, and contain

policies specifically aimed at water resources and groundwater sustainability.
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In a few cases, identified below, the passage of SGMA and theiadagtthis GSPhay supersedsome

of the land use plan policies or underlying assumptions within them. Where this occurs, it is expected that
future general plan and community plan updates, and/or updates to general plan theoretical buildout
estimate, wil consider the sustainability goals, sustainable management critendthe projects and

management actions of this GS$Bsulting in revisions teelevant land use planslements

1d.6-1 Land Use and Population

The primary developed land uses in the Plan Amssist of residential, commercial, and agricultursés
(Figure 1d.61, Land Usg Agricultural land is the single largest land use type comprising approximately
80% of the entire Plan Area. The predominant types of agriculture within the Plan Aregeifield crops,

pasture, and vineyards. Table ld.resents a summary of land uses in the Plan Area.

Table 1d.61
Summary of Land Use in the CMA Plan Area
Land Use Number of Parcel§  Area (Acres) Pe_lr_((:)ctaglt el

Agricultuta 190 16,694.1 79.4%
Commercial 178 200.7 1.0%
Highways and Streets 8 606.3 2.9%
Industrial 57 113.9 0.5%
Institutional 5 16.4 0.1%
MultiFamily Residential 334 38.1 0.2%
Recreational 9 71.0 0.3%
Singlé=amily Residential 1,678 3,122.0 14.9%
Undehed 35 8.9 <0.1%
Utilities/RightdWay 34 30.8 0.1%
Vacant 56 121.7 0.6%

Total 2,584 21,023.8 100%

SourceSanta Barbara County 2019 parcel GIS data layer.

Notes:

a  Includes road rigiitvays and areas not included in the parcel data layer.

b Corsists of parcels where land use type has not been defined. Based on a review of aerial imagery, it appears these psc
are primarily residential and commercial.
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There are several sources of population data for the Plan Area, most of which are derivedefrennial

census counts, which last occurred in 2618ources of population information are as follows:

w U.S. Census Bureatihe U.S. Census Bureau conducts a census count every 10 years. Census data
are gathered by tracts, blocks, and censieésignatedlaces. Census blocks were intersected with
the CMA boundary to determine the population within the Plan Area for 2010. Census blocks that
intersected the boundary of the CMA were areaighted to determine the population that falls
within the Plan Area.

w Gty and County General Plandg’he City of BuelltoriCity) and the County of Santa Barbara
(County)gather data on development, growth, and land use patterns, and make population
estimates in conjunction with census data. The general plans relevant tolémeAPea were
reviewed for historical and current population data.

w Santa Barbara County Association of Governmeng&anta Barbara County Association of
Governments (SBCAG) is a regional planning agency comprised of the County and eight
incorporated citieswithin the County.The SBCAG produces demographics data and growth
forecasts for the County which were reviewed and used to forecast population growth within the

Plan Area.

Ona countywide level, population growth @ssociated primarily with the growthf ancorporated cities.
Between 2000 and 2010, the cities of Buellton, Guadalupe, and Santa Maria experienced significant
population increase upwards of 29% while population change within the unincorporated areas of the
County was 0% (SBCAG 2012). In 20&Qptal population of the County was 423,800. By 2040, the total
population of the County is forecast to be 519,965, an increase of 96,165 or approximately 23% from 2010
(SBCAG 2012).

Based on U.S. Census Bureau data, the population of the Plan A@Elinvas approximately 5,592. As
shown in Table 1d-@, the population of the Plan Area is concentrated in the City of Buellton. The City of
Buellton alone accounted for approximately 86% of the Plan Area population in 2010. Using the regional

forecast growh rate for each Syear period for 2010 to 2040, the population of the Plan Area is projected

27 Results frothe 2020 census were unavailable at the time of writing this GSP.
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to be approximately 6,861 by the year 2040 (Table ). igure 1d.62 shows the population density
throughout the Plan Area.

Table 1d.62
Past, Current, andProjected Population for
Santa Barbara County, City of Buellton, aGiMAPlanArea

Population
Area
2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040
County 423,800 | 428,614 | 445,891 | 470,445| 495,000| 507,482| 519,965
City oBuellton 4,811 4,866 5,062 5,341 5,619 5,761 5,903
Plan Area 5,592 5,656 5,883 6,207 6,531 6,696 6,861

SourceSBCAG 2012 and 2013; 2010 U.S. Census Bureau GIS data layer.
Notes:2015 to 2040 population of City of Buellton and Plan Area estimated based on fecastygreathefperiod.

As defined in California Health and Safety Code, Section 116275, disadvantaged comifiiiilpse

Census geographies having less than 80% of the statewide annual median household income. Based on
2018 DAC mapping at the CensuliscB Group level, approximately 14% (2,988.6 acres) of the Plan Area

is considered disadvantaged (median household income of less than $56,982). The portion of the Plan
Area identified as disadvantaged consists of unincorporated rural land in the wesierofgthe CMA

(DWR 2021).

1d.62 General Plans

General plans are considered applicable to the GSP to the extent that they may change water demands
within the Basin or affect the ability of thi@MAGSA to achieve sustainable groundwater management

over the planing and implementation horizon. The general plans applicable to the Plan Area include the
Santa Barbara County Comprehensive Plan (Comprehensive Plan) and City of Buellton General Plan. These

two general plans are described below and summarizekhivie 1d6-3.
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Table 1d.63

Summary of General Plan Policies Relevant to Groundwater Sustainability in the CMA Plan Area

Element

Policy/Action No.

QuotedDescription

GSP Consistency

Santa Barbara County Comprehensive Plan

Consent&on
Element

Goal 1 To ensure adequate quality and quantity of groundwater for present and future County residents, and tovelinhiatitef @

groundwater basins.

Groundwater
Resources Sectior

Policy 1.1

The County shall encouragassist all of the County's water purveyors and other gr
users in the conservation and management, on a perennial yield basis, of a
resources.

Consistent.

Action 1.1.1

The County shall encourage and, where feasible, fingstdialbpatsued studies of ne
supplemental water sources and the more efficient use of existing sources, for
avoiding, reducing, or eliminating prolonged overdraft. To ensure that such water i
overdraft (as opposed pphking only new uses), the County shall encourage water
give first priority to offsetting existing demands met by overdrafting groundwater s

Consistent.

Action 1.1.2

The County will seek the voluntary cooperation with pungyoeseduly planning of
supplemental water sources that the purveyors propose or plan to develop. T
coordinate with the purveyor, to the extent allowed by the purveyor, to en
environmental constraints are fully incoriptoetezilocation and design of such projel
(2) mitigations are applied to the fullest extent feasible and consistent with

conditioning policies and practices to minimize the magnitude of significant impac

Consistent.

Policy 1.2

The County shall encourage innovative and/or appropriate, voluntary water conse
for increasing the efficiency of agricultural water use within the County.

Consistent.

Action 1.2.1

The County shall provide support to the Soil ConServate the Resource Consen
District, and other appropriate agencies to continue the Irrigation Management Pr

such water conservation and management efforts.

Consistent.
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Element

Policy/Action No.

QuotedDescription

GSP Consistency

Action 1.2.2 The County shall support the expansioimaf eff@ts by the U.C. Cooperative Extensi{ Consistent, but SGMA
Advisor, in cooperation with the Agricultural Commissioner, Soil Conservation Se provides addition
Conservation District, and other appropriate agencies, to develop and updal regulatory authority 3
comprehensive datsd on agricultural water use and conservation effectiveness. | tools to collect groundw
should include incentives for groundwater users to collect and provide more ac data.
needed to permit the development of more precise determinations of consurtgati
use.

Policy 1.3 The County shall act within its powers and financial abilities to promote an| Consistent. GSA now
enhancement of groundwater basin yield. additional authorities to

the same.
Policy 1.3.1 Where feasible and consistent with t]|Consistent.

County shall encourage and assist appropriate agencies in ongoing cr dimit pe qg ogex
which increase groundwater recharge and basin yield, as long as such projects ai
be shown not to degrade groundwater quality. Such activities could include, but wo
to, cloud seeding, range management, dhsmseading basins.

Goal 2To improve

existing groundwater quality, where feasible, and to preclude further pemmasegtaatatiorg in groundwater qual

Policy 2.1

Where feasible, in cooperation with local purveyorgyaodnativater users, the County
act to protect groundwater quality where quality is acceptable, improve quality w
and discourage degradation of quality below acceptable levels.

Consistent.

Action 2.1.1

In reviewing or preparing basiagement plans under the Groundwater Manageme
other applicable law, the County shall consider both the quantity and quality of
affected basins. Pumpage that causes intrusion of poor quality water, if and where
receive particular attention for improved management.

This policy should
updated to reflect SGMA
it supersedes th
Groundwater Managen
Act.

Action 2.1.2

In basins or stiasins with water quality problems, the County will encouragesait
and other pollutant loading from all sources through cooperative, voluntary effq
feasible, will take direct action in this regard.

Consistent. Note that w
cooperative and volun
efforts are preferred, SG
gives GSA authority
mandate  mitigation

sustainability criteria

threatened or exceeded
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Element

Policy/Action No.

QuotedDescription

GSP Consistency

Policy 2.2 The County shall support the study of adverse groundwater quality effects whicl| Corsistent.
agricultural, domestic, environmental and industrial uses and practices.
Action 2.2.1 The County shall cooperate in ongoing and future studies which determine the curf Consistent.

extent of agricultural, domestic, environmental and industrial pollutants in various
and to ascertain better mettwpeadich agriculturalists can prevent increasing polluta
the future. Such studies should be coordinated with the basin planning and enforc
by the RWQCB and SWRCB, and should involve other appropriate agencies a
uses.

Goal 3To coordin

ate County land use planning decisions and water resources planning and supply availability.

Policy 3.1

The County shall support the efforts of the local water purveyors to adopt &
groundwater managememtspfaursuant to the Groundwater Management Act ¢
applicable law.

Action 3.1.1.

The County shall encourage the preparers of groumdagéenemt plans to cons
environmental factors, including but not limited to the potential link between groung
and riparian habitat.

Policy 3.2

The County shall conduct its land use planning and permitting activities in provaotes
and encourages the cooperative management of groundwater resources by loci
other affected parties, consistent with the Groundwater Management Act and othe

Action 3.2.1

The County Flood Control & Water ConsBisttiiror the County Water Agency, as |
and as requested by a local agency or agencies pursuant to the Groundwater M
may assume responsibility in preparing a groundwater management plan pi
Groundwater Management Adthedapplicable law.

Policy 3.2

The County shall use groundwater management plans, as accepted by the Boarc
in its land use planning and permitting decisions and other relevant activities.

Action 3.3.1

The Board of Supervisorsprisudtation with the County Planning Commission, shal
groundwater management plan which promotes and is consistent with the
Groundwater Resources Section of the Conservation Element. Such acceptance s
where speciffacts and circumstances indicate that a plan has been rendered ir
promote these Goals.

These policies and acti
should be updated to re
SGMA, as it supersedeg
Groundwater Managen
Act.
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Element

Policy/Action No.

QuotedDescription

GSP Consistency

Action 3.3.2

The County shall conserve waters to the extent feasible through exercise o
discretionary land use planning and permittiogsdecid shall promote such consel
through related public and private actions.

Policy 3.4

The County's land use planning decisions shall be consistent with the ability of arn
purveyor(s) to provide adequate services and regheicexisting customers, in coordi
with any applicable groundwater management plan.

Consistent.

Action 3.4.1

The County, in its planning activities, shall work cooperatively with local water
County Water Agency, the County Fotdl @nd Water Conservation District, St
Federal agencies concerned with water resources, and private groups and i
particular interest and expertise related to water resources.

Consistent.

Action 3.4.2

Santa Barbara County skattldp its land use plans and policies in a manner which
account all groundwater uses (e.g., domestic, agricultural, natural resources and |

Consistent.

Action 3.4.4

Santa Barbara County shall encourage and assist localeyateripualeveloping adeq
water supplies (groundwater, surface water, desalination, etc.) to serve their
communities consistent with the applicable general plan(s).

Consistent.

Action 3.4.5

The County shall facilitate the effortsveyqus to serve overlying landowners fr|
purveyor's system.

Consistent.

Policy 3.5

In coordination with any applicable groundwater management plan(s), the County
through its land use permitting decisions, any basin to besigroeeseriafied on a prolor,
basis.

Consistent. Note that
Basin is not designated
critically overdrafted
DWR.

Action 3.5.1

Based on input from the County Water Agency and P&D, the Board, in coordi
responsible water purveyos{®ll designate any basins within the aosinty ii s |
overdraftedo if the following condit
reasonably foreseeable future (generally within ten years) would result, in measd:
adverse environmental or economic impacts, eférar tongermanent. Such impacts il
but are not limited to seawater intrusion, other substantial quality degradatior
subsidence, substantial effects on riparian or other d¢alyrosensitive habitats,
unreasonable interference with the beneficial use of a basin's resources. The Cour
policy shall be to prevent such overdraft conditions.

Consistent. These n
constitute the ma
sustainability indicat
undeiISGMA. Note that {
Basin is not designated
critically overdrafted
DWR.
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Policy/Action No.

QuotedDescription

GSP Consistency

Action 3.5.2

In seriously overdrafted basins, the County shall not approve discretionary develg
such development requires new net extractions or incréasesaatiores of groundws
pending development and County acceptance of a basin management plan, cor
Groundwater Management Act or other applicable law, which adequately addres
overdraft.

Consistent. Note that
Basin iswot designated
critically overdrafted
DWR.

Policy 3.6

The County shall not make land use decisions which would lead to the substantial
of any groundwater basin.

Consistent.

Policy 3.6

New urban development shall maximize thke effective and appropriate natura
engineered recharge measures within project design, as defined in design g\
prepared by the Santa Barbara County Flood Control and Water Conser
(SBCFCWCD) in cooperatitnP&D

Consignt.

Action 3.6.1

In cooperation with the USGS and local water purveyors, the County should cond
in a study to identify in more detail those areas where natural and enhanced rech;
or may occur in each of the Countgisgrajndwater basins and develop detailec
guidelines for ways to protect recharge areas from further degradation.

Consistent.

Policy 3.8

Waterconserving plumbing, as well asowasarving landscaping, shall be incorporate
new devefmnent projects, where appropriate, effective, and consistent with applice

Consistent.

Action 3.8.1

The County shall continue to encourage and, where feasible, financially partiaipag
landscape experiments and education pragrhras,teose conducted by the Water A
Regional Water Conservation Program.

Consistent.

Action 3.8.2

The County shall continue to develop and refine uniform standards and guide
conservation in new development projects, whicltcogimidle réhat different phyy
characteristics within various areas may require more than a single set of standard
All cities within the County shall be encouraged to adopt similar standards and gu

Consistent.

Policy 3.9

The Conty shall support and encourage private and public efforts to maximize e
preexisting consumptit&luse of groundwater resources.

Consistent.

Action 3.9.2

The County, in consultation with the cities, affected water purveyanse cesteotipairtie
shall promote the use of consistent i

to groundwater resource impact analysis.

Consistent.

GROUNDWATERSUSTAINABILITY PLAN I Page 1d-43




Element

Policy/Action No.

QuotedDescription

GSP Consistency

Action 3.9.3

shall continoué@reshoéfisnea
avail able and as overdraft condition
Countyds acceptance of duly preparec
necessitate the adjustment of apgrgpoandwater thresholds.

The County

Consistent. Note that
Basin is not designated
critically overdrafted

DWR, and sustaina
management criteria of
GSP may necessit
updated significan
thresholds.

Goal 4To maintain accurate and currenaiidaron groundwater conditions throughout the County.

Policy 4.1

The County shall act within its powers and financial abilities to collect, upda
disseminate information on local groundwater conditions.

Consistent.

Action 4.1.1

The CouptWater Agency shall continue to monitor water levels from existing mg
and, in coordination with the U.C. Cooperative Extension/Farm Advisor, shall
voluntary basis, private and public water purveyors and major privateisecsiridelath
agricultural users, to provide periodic records of groundwater Unteksctareme
unnecessary by the Water Agency's Board of Directors for any year, the Agency
annual report on the status of pumping amounksyelsgtewverdraft conditions, and
relevant data, and shall submit this report to the Board of Supervisors for its ¢
possible further action. The annual report to the Board shall include a review of |
groundwater quattitgnitoring conducted in the County

Consistent. The GSA
have this responsibility.
GSA will send ann
reports required by DW
the County as well.

Action 4.1.2

The County, in consultation with the cities, other counties, affectegorstanguotre
interested parties, shall promote the use of consistent standards by all appropria
regard to groundwater resources.

Consistent.  Note  th
sustainability criteria
basins under managen
of a GSP will be specifi
eachbasin.

Action 4.1.3

The County recognizes the need for more accurate data on all groundwater bs
County and shall continue to support relevant technical studies, as feasible.

Consistent.

Action 4.1.4

The County should identify areasmeltera resources and habitats depend upon grot
and where such resources and habitats have been adversely affected by groundv,

Consistent.
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Policy/Action No.

QuotedDescription

GSP Consistency

Action 4.1.6

The service area boundaries of existing and planned private water dbbgpalei@ses
These companies shall be requested to provide this information to P&D and the
Agency no later than 12/3%/Sér subsequently organized companies, within six mo
final formation.

Consistent.

Action 4.1.7

The Cooty recommends that all public and private water companies, districts, an
the extent legally possible, maintain mutual aid agreements with adjacent districts
companies in case of water shortages. Any such agreememtseshiyl tiee County W,
Agency in its annual report (see Action 4.1.1). Such agreements would beteased!
emergency needs or identified economic benefits to all parties.

Consistent.

Action 4.1.8

All water districts and city water departniech have prepared a Water Conservat
(under the 1984 Urban Water Management Act) and/ortethrewkteg planning stuc
shall be asked to submit a copy of such plan@puatth&/ater Agency and P&D for
and comment. P&D lstmalet with these purveyors to discuss the population/land use
and their current status

Consistent.

Action 4.1.9

The County Water Agency shall continue to work with local water purveyors and ¢
entities to promtiie efficigmuse of water by all users through education and incentive
Progress on such programs shall be reported by the County Water Agency in its al
Action 4.1.1).

Consistent. GSP ann
reports will be submitte
the County at the saime
they are submitted to D

Action 4.1.10

The County shall continue to encourage and, where feasible, financially participate
SWRCB, and local water purveyors' studies of water quality in basins throughout |

Consistent.

Acton 4.1.11

The County shall continue to encourage and, where feasible, materially assis
intrusion monitoring programs of the USGS, local water purveyors, and other apprt

Consistent.

Action 4.1.12

The County shall encouragk where feasible, materially contribute to the refine
updating of agricultural water us e
Cooperative Extension/Farm Advisor, or other appropriate entities.

Consistent.

Action 4.1.13

The County shall encourage and, where feasible, materially contribute to the
estimates of agricultural water return flonSthtetbeepartment of Water Resptiveds.C

Cooperative Extension/Farm Advisor, or other appropriate entities.

Cmsistent.
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Element Policy/Action No. QuotedDescription GSP Consistency
City of Buellton General Plan
Conservation/Ope| Goal:lmprove and maintain water quality of the region
Space Elemeint . - - .
P Policy C/O8 Encourage efficient water use by existing and future development. Consistdn
Water Resources
and Water Quality| Policy C/O3 Encourage implementation of Best Management Practices to elimitia¢eimpaoiize Consistent.
urban ruoff and improve water quality.
Santa Ynez Valley Community Plan
Public Facilities an Goal WWWBYV Ensure adequate wastewater treatment and disposal theoplgimminng area.
Service$ . . . . . .
v Policy WVBYV1 | Development and infrastructure shall achieve a higlasteekdér treatment, in order t{ Consistent.
Wastewater ;
serve the public healtd welfare.
Policy WESYV2 | Pollution of surface and groundwater shall be avoideshivitheien of potential polluta| Consistent.

any kind is not prohibaed cannot be avoided, such contribution shall be mith
maximum extent practical.

Public Faciét and
Services Water

Goal WABYVL: Protect the quality of surface and ground watkrgradation; maintain adequate, safe water suppiigtechgdoundwa
basins from prolonged overdratft.

Policy WASY\V1 | Development in the Santa Yrk/\Pdanning Area sinalbrporate appropriate water ef| Consistent.
design, technology &mtiscaping.

Action WASYV | The County Water Agency shall work with the SYRWQGDoiatéd éalucational progr, Consistent.

1.1 that encourage efficient wager us

Policy WASYV2 | Existing and future water supply and quality shall corgemiediodly evaluated with sp| Consistent.
measures identifiedn@intain adequate supply levels and quality, ihdeessady.

Action WASYV | The County will continue to work with local water purgegesswater demand under| Consistent.

21

buildout conditions and identifiettessary infrastructure improvements to serve tha
and/oidentify new sources of water or improved treditiesnifaicay be necessary to
demand.

Resources and
Constraints

Goal BIGBYV:The Biological Resources of the Santa Ynez Valley GdamAneityare an Important Regional Asset that $notddtée

Enhano# and Preserved.
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Element Policy/Action No. QuotedDescription GSP Consistency

Biological Policy BISYVS | Pollution of the Santa Ynez River, streams andaotiaimaig underground water basif Consistent.
Resources areas adjacent to suetters shall be minimized.

Source County of Santa Barbara 2009a, 2009b, 2010, 201 ®uydltibn 2008.

Notes:GSP = Groundwater Sustainability Plan; SGMA = Sustainable Groundwater Management Act; GSA = GroundwateB&ustaiSalilayvAgeriRiver Valley
Groundwater Basin; RWQCB = Regional Water Quality Control Beaf®tafB/VRRE& Resources Control B&&rd; Planning and Development Department; DWR =
California Department of Water Resources; M&I = municipal aGE@Aust@alifornia Environmental Quality Act; U.C. = University of California; UB@&E U.S. Geo
Survey; PRC = California Public Resources Code; CWSA = Certificate of Water Service Availability.
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1d.6-2-1 Santa Barbar@ountyComprehensive Plan

The Santa Barbara County Comprehensive Plan (Comprehensive Plan) outlines land use and growth
policies atthe countywide level, and has several elements particularly relevant to groundwater

sustainability, including the following

w Conservation ElementThe Conservation Element describes and recommends policies and
programs designed to protect water resourcesyricultural resources, ecological systems,
historical and archaeological sites, and mineral resoufCesinty of Santa Barbara 2010).

w Groundwater Resources Sectiomhe Groundwater Resources Section is a stdade section of
the Conservation Element &t provides a review of groundwater resource limitations throughout
the County, and establishes groundwater resource policies for each of the groundwater basins in
the County (County of Santa Barbara 2009).

w Environmental Resources Sectiomhe Environmeia Resource Management Element is a
compendium of the Seismic Safety and Safety Element, the Conservation Element, and the Open
Space Element and includes topics such as prime agricultural lands, slopes, biological resources,
habitat areas, floodplain anfloodways, and geologic hazards, among others (County of Santa
Barbara 2009).

w Community PlansThe Comprehensive Plan is supplemented by individual community plans that
take into account the local setting, policy issues, and community concerns. Theresoare

community plans applicable to the GSP Plan Area.

1d.6-2-2 City of Buellton General Plan

The City of BuelltoriCity) General Plan outlines theA 6@ Q&4 f I yR dzaS FyR 3INRBgGK
02 Y Y dzy A Gtérdevelfofmgrill goals. Many of the goals and giek included in theCA (i Gefeiial

Plan supplement those contained in the Comprehensive Plan. The element of the City of Buellton General
Plan with goals and policies that explicitly address water resources is the Conservation and Open Space

element (Ciy of Buellton 2008).
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1d.6-2-3 Santa Barbara CounBomprehensiv@lanElements

In the Groundwater Resources section of the Y LINB K S y &Chr@edvatiort Hleyhéhti the County
included several findings that generally remain accurate, although certain expectaiatisularly with

regard to the availability obtate Water ProjectSWRH water, may no longer be accurate. For example, at

the time of preparation (1994), the County recognized that new supplemental water sources, such as SWP
water and augmentation of kal supplies, would be available and could serve to replenish groundwater
basins or be used in lieu of groundwater. However, the availability of SWP water supplies varies with
hydrologic cycles where during wet years, the SWP is generally able to delfigiest water to meet
delivery requestsHowever during extended dry periods, the SWP can deliver only a portion of requested
deliveries DWR 2020bCCWA 2020). For example, the City has experienced periodic dnmlgted
curtailments of water supplfrom the SWP in recent years requiring the City to rely more heavily on local
groundwater supplies (City of Buelltd021). Existing conditions therefore challenge the expectation
O2yGFAYSR AYy GKS DNRdzyRgl G4SN wSaz2ddEduntygofsaitd 2y 2 7F
Barbara 2009a). Furthermore, the land use plans describe groundweltded actions as voluntary
cooperative and collaborative efforts that are not mandated under the regulatory schemes that existed

at the time.With the passage dGMAspecific mandates now exist

1d.6-2-4 Santa Ynez Valley Community Plan

The Santa Ynez Valley Community Plan (Community Plan) was developed in response to concerns
regarding the changing character of the Santa Ynez Valley as a result of increased growtidars la

change. The Community Plan supplements @meintyQ @omprehensive Plan and provides a framework

FT2NJ LX FYYyAYy3I FdzidzNB RSGStE2LIYSYyld Ay GKS NBIAZ2Y HKA
residents. The Community Plan covers approxirtyaif® square miles (46,933 acres) of the Santa Ynez

Valley and encompasses the unincorporated townships of Santa Ynez, Ballard, and Los Olivos. The
Community Plan does not apply to the incorporated cities of Buellton and Solvang. The predominant land

use aesignation within the Community Plan area is agriculture, followed by residential and very limited
commercial and industrial. The Community Plan sets development standards to maintain the rural

character and scenic value of the Santa Ynez Valley incliidiitong subdivision of larger agriculture
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parcels into smaller parcels, requiring new development to be compatible with adjacent agricultural lands,

and preserving existing land designated for agriculture, among others (County of Santa Barbara 2009b).

1d.6-3 Other Planning / Land Use Considerations

All discretionary projects proposed within the Basin apbject tocomplancewith CEQA. In 2019, the
D2@JSNY2NRa hFFAOS 2F tflLyyAy3a FyR wSaStkNOK NBfSIa
new requiremen to analyze projects for their compliance with adopted GSPs. Specifically, the new

applicable significance criteria include the following:

w Would the program or project substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere
substantially with groundwaterecharge such that the project may impede sustainable
groundwater management of the basin?

w Would the program or project conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality control

plan or sustainable groundwater management plan?

Therefore, to theextent general plans allow growth that could have an impact on groundwater supply,
such projects would be evaluated for their consistency with adopted GSPs and for whether they adversely
impact the sustainable management of the Basin. Under CEQA, pdiestgnificant impacts identified

must be avoided or substantially minimized unless significant impacts are unavoidable, in which case the

lead agency must adopt a statement of overriding considerations.

The County has long implemented its own CEQA gignde thresholds based on heightened public
O2yOSNY FyR gl NSySaa F2NI GKS aolOlF NODAdGe 2F GKS [/ 2dz
Gal¥S @AStRé Ad&d RSTFAYSR a daiKS YIFEAYdzY FY2dzyd 2
aquifer) onan average annual basis without inducingalon§ NY LINR ANBK &aA S RNRLI Ay
of Santa Barbara 2021Jhe Environmental Thresholds and Guidelines Manual prepared by the County
(County of Santa Barbara 2021) outlines the appropriate useapptication of various environmental

impact thresholds as they relate to groundwater resources. The County originally determined in 1992 that

the safe yield of the Buellton Uplas@asin (roughly equivalent to what is now considered the Buellton

Upland sularea) was 1,300 AFY, with pumping that put the Buellton Uplands Basin into overdraft with an
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https://cal-adapt.org/tools/local-climate-change-snapshot/
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